


Eat Your Vegetables

BASEDP ON PAN/EL 1

THE STORY OF WHAT HAPPENS TO A ROYAL
CAPTIVE FROM JULPAH BEGINS WHEN LANIEL
ANP HIS THREE FRIENPS—SHAPRACH, MESHACH,
ANP ABECNEGO—ENTER THE CITY OF
BABYLON AT THE ENP OF THEIR 900-MILE

MARCH FROM TFERLSALEM.

WHAT
Lo you
THINK THEY'LL

pPo TO US,
DANIELZ

PON'T KNOW,
SHADPRACH. BUT
I'M SURE GOP

& WITH Us.

CHRD
;&‘.

N

AS NOBLES FROM JERUSALEM, YOU WILL BE
BANIEL AN SEvieRa) OTrieRs ARE BROUGHT . | SVEN A CHANCE TO TRY OUT FOR POSITIONS IN
ING’ ’ ey
BEFORE AN OFFICER OF kING NEBLCHAPNEZZAR. BE 6TRONG, SMART, AND HANDSOME.

IF YOUR GOP |5 50 DOESN'T A FATHER
POWERFUL, WHY PI? SOMETIMES NEED
HE LET YOU HEBREWS | TO PUNISH HIS OWN

BE CONQUEREDP?Z CHILPREN?#

coop
ANSWER.




THE NEXT LAY YOU HAVE BEEN CHOSEN! w ll THE YOLUING MEN ARE ASSIGNEDP A ROOM AT THE
-/ NOW YOU'LL BE GIVEN THREE PALACE TO BEGIN THEIR STUPIES. EVEN THOLGH
YEARS TO STUPY UNPER OUR THEY ARE TECHNICALLY CAPTIVES, THEY RECENVE THE
WISE MEN. AFTER THAT, THE BEST OF EVERYTHING—INCLUPING THE KING'S FOOL.
KING HIMSELF WILL CHOOSE — - — —
THOSE BEST QUALIFIER TO BE -

/' HERE You \

HIS ADVISERS. AS A BONUS
YOU WILL GET TO EAT THE SO/ Tk Beel
EXTRA FOOD FROM THE EocTB THE
KING'S TABLE! Bahoh T

BLESSED BY
OUR GOP
MARDPUK.

WE CAN'T EAT THIS!
IT'6 BEEN PEPICATED
TO THE BABYLONIAN

THANK YOU FOR THE HONOR YOU
HAVE SHOWN US, BUT OUR HEBREW
LAWS FORBIP US FROM EATING YOUR
MEAT AND WINE. PLEASE JUST GIVE
Us PLAIN VEGETABLES AND WATER.

VEGETABLES AND WATERZ
THAT'S NOT ENOUGH FOOP FOR
GROWING YOUNG MEN. I NEED You
LOOKING STRONG AND? WELL-FED,
OR THE KING WILL HAVE MY HEAD.

HOW ABOUT THISZ TEST US
FOR A FEW DPAYS. LET US EAT OUR
PLAIN FOOP AND THEN SEE HOW
WE COMPARE TO THE OTHERS.

FOR TEN DAYE, THE OTHER TRAINEES EAT THEIR STEAK AND FINE WINE TAKEN FROM THE TEMPLE OF
MARPLIK, PANIEL AN H/S THREE FRIENPS EAT NOTHING BUT BOILEDP VEGETABLES ANZ WATER.




e

TR IR

AFTER THIS, THE FOUR YOUNG
HEBREWS BUSY THEMSELVES
WITH THEIR STHPIES, LEARNING
EVERYTHING THEIR BABYLON/AN
TEACHERS CAN TEACH.

AT THE ENP OF TEN LAYS, THERES NO  _—
POUBT—PANIEL ANG HIS FRIENPS NOT ONLY™
LOOK BETTER; BUT THEY ARE CLEARLY
STRONGER ANP FASTER THAN THEIR PEERS.

b
i

FINE! EAT
WHATEVER
YOU WANT.

BUT EVEN THOUGH THEY'RE KEEPING THEMSELVES
PURE FROM UNGOPLY FOOLZ, THEY WORRY ABOUT
THEIR LINGOPLY STUPIES AS WELL.

WHY ARE WE \NESSEEE
STUDYING THE | i
BABYLONIAN :
HISTORY; AND - T
THEIR GOPS TN ='
AND i -

ASTROLOGYZ My, o~

WE DON'T o

BELIEVE

IN ANY OF ;- ’

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE,; THIS IS THE
CULTURE WE LIVE IN. IT'S GOOP TO UNPERSTANP
THEIR WAYS, JUST NOT TO FOLLOW THEM.

THE FOUR YOLUNG MEN CONSISTENTLY PRAY TO GOP THREE
TIMES A LAY IN ANSWER TO THEIR FAITHFULNESS, GOP GIVES
THEM KNOWLEPGE ANP WISPOM, TO PANIEL, GOP EVEN GIVES
AN UNPERSTANCING OF PREAMS, AT THE ENP OF THE THREE
YEARS, THE YOLNG MEN ARE TAKEN BEFORE THE KING. HE
TALK'S WITH EACH ONE, THEN MAKES HIS PECISION.

93 4

IR

I HAVE CHOSEN THESE FOUR—DPANIEL, SHAPRACH, MESHACH, AND
ABEPNEGO—TO SERVE IN MY GOVERNMENT. THEY ARE TEN TIMES
BETTER THAN ALL MY MAGICIANS, ENCHANTERS, AND APVISERS!



A D&dy D‘wm BASEDP ON LAN/EL 2

A/V/E/. ANC HIS FRIENPS BECOME POPLULAR MEMEBERS OF THE KING'S
~ | COLURT. BUT ONE BAY; THE KING HAS AN LUNUSLALLY PIFFICULT PROBLEM
W AND HE CALLS FOR HiS OLPER, MORE EXPERIENCED APV/ISERS.

g

OF COURSE, “
YOUR HIGHNESS. TELL
Us WHAT YOU PREAMEP §
ANL? WE WILL INTERPRET
IT FOR YOU.

I HAP
3 A STRANGE
| [PREAM THAT
¥ S BOTHERING
B ME. I WANT TO
B\ KNOW WHAT IT
MEANS.

NO. THIS |& WHAT I'VE PECIPEP
TO PO: |[F ONE OF YOU CAN TELL
ME WHAT IT WAS ANDP WHAT IT
MEANS, T WILL REWARD You
GREATLY. BUT IF YOU GET IT
WRONG, I'LL CUT YOU INTO
LITTLE PIECES ANDP
BURN YOUR HOUSE
DPOWN.

WE CAN TELL YOU WHAT
A PREAM MEANS,; CH KING, BUT
NO ONE CAN TELL YOU WHAT You
ACTUALLY PREAMED. ONLY THE GOPS
THEMSELVES COULDP PO WHAT YOU AsK.

JUST WHAT T\

THOUGHT! YOU ARE
PECEIVERS AND LIARS,
ALL OF You. YOU PO NOT
TRULY UNPERSTAND THE
SUPERNATURAL. PUT THESE

THE CAPTAIN OF THE KING'S GLARE /5
FORCED TO CARRY OUT HIS UGLY TASK.

I'M SORRY, DANIEL, YOU AND

MEN TO PEATH—AND
EVERY WISE MAN
IN MY KINGPOM!

YOUR FRIENPS ARE UNPER ARREST.
THE KING HAS ORPEREP ALL OF HIS
WISE MEN PUT TO PEATH!




WHEN THE GLAREP EXPLAINS
NEBUCHAPNEZZAR'S ANGER,
PAN/EL REACTS CALMLY ANC
WISELY. HE ASKS FOR PERM/SSION
TO SPEAK TO THE KING.

O KING,
GIVE ME
TIME, AND
I WILL TELL
YOoU WHAT You
PREAMED.

TOMORROW
AT THIS
TIME—BUT
NOT ONE
MINUTE
MORE!

PAN/EL RLUSHES BACK TO HIS FRIENPS WITH THE NEWS. ’

" BUT, DANIEL, NO ONE ON YOU'RE RIGHT—BUT WHAT 15
EARTH CAN PO WHAT You IMPOSSIBLE FOR US 16 POSSIBLE
PROMISED TO PO. IT'S FOR GOP. WE MUST PRAY—ALL
IMPOSSIBLE! NIGHT IE NECESSARY—AND ASK
GOP TO GIVE US THE ANSWER S0
WE WON'T BE EXECUTED.

AS THE FOLUR YOUNG HEBREWS
PRAY; GOP SHOWS PANIEL THE
DPREAM ANZ /TS MEANING.

PRAISE BE
TO GOP! YOU GIVE
WISPOM TO THE WISE.
YOU REVEAL MYSTERIES
THAT ARE HIPDEN ANDP
BRING LIGHT TO WHAT
WAS DARK! THANK YoU
FOR REVEALING
NEBUCHAPNEZZAR'S
PREAM.




THE NEXT £4Y ... I

HAVE YOU COME
TO ASK FOR MORE
TIME—OR CAN You

TELL ME MY
PREAMZ

NO MAN X
CAN PO WHAT
YOU HAVE ASKED.
BUT THERE IS A
GOP IN HEAVEN
WHO HAS SHOWN
YOUR PREAM

You sAW
A MIGHTY
STATUE. ITS
HEAP WAS MAPE

OF GOLP, ITS
SHOULPERS OF
SILVER,; ANDP
ITS LEGS OF
BRONZE ANP
IRON. BUT ITS
FEET WERE
MAPE OF CLAY.
THEN YOU SAW
A LARGE STONE
STRIKE AT THE
FEET OF THE
STATUE ANDP?
BREAK IT INTO
MANY PIECES.

YES! THAT'S
RIGHT! BUT
WHAT PCES IT
MEANZ

N

»  THE HEAP
OF GOLP STANDS
FOR YOU AND YOUR
GREAT KINGPOM. OTHER
LESSER KINGPOMS WILL
FOLLOW, BUT AFTER
THEY FALL, GOP WILL
SET UP A KINGPOM
THAT WILL NEVER BE
PESTROYEPD.

YOUR GOP
& A GOP ABOVE
ALL GOPS. ANP You
SHALL BE RULER OF
THE PROVINCE OF
BABYLON OVER ALL
\ THE WISE MEN WHOSE
LIVES YOU SAVEDR
TOPAY.




ue ’-mt THANKS TO DANIEL'S MIRACULOUS INTERPRE TATION
OF THE KING'S DREAM, NEBLICHAPNEZZAR PROMOTES
HIM AND HIS THREE FRIENDPS TO HIGH POS/TIONS IN
BASED ON PAN/EL 3. GOVERNMENT. YEARS PASS, AND THE FOUR HEBREW MEN
_ ; RULE WISELY AND WELL. BUT THE NEWS DOES NOT MAKE

THE KING'S OTHER APVISERS VERY HAPFPY,

WHY sHOULD
FOREIGNERS GET
POWER ANDP HONOR
INSTEADP OF USZ WE
HAVE TO GET RIP
OF DANIEL.

NOT NOW—HE'S
% TOO POWERFUL. BUT IF WE

CAN TURN THE KING AGAINST

DANIEL'S FRIENDS, WE MIGHT

FOR DANIEL.

THEIR OPPORTUNITY COMES WHEN % RIGHT! AND
NEBLICHAPNEZZAR CONRUERS JERUSALEM. . Y TOMORROW WHEN
THE KING PECIPES HE'S GREATER THAN ALL S | THE TRUMPET
6017: A/‘VP 5 ‘7:.27:: A STATUE OF H/M&:L, ; SOUNDS FOR
D BE THROWN INTO A FIERY FURNACE. = BOW BEFORE THE
- STATUE, WE'LL
THE KING 1S PLAYING KEEP OUR EYES
RIGHT INTO OUR HANPS, ON SHADPRACH,
HE DOESN'T KNOW THAT - NN v MESHACH, AND
THE HEBREWS WILL - ABEDPNEGO.
ONLY WORSHIP
THEIR GOP.
DANIEL

HOLDPS TOO HIGH
A POSITION FOR

ANY ONE OF Us TO %3;
REPORT HIM— &
BUT NOT HIS
FRIENDPS.




AT KING NEBLICHAPNEZZAR'S
COMMANG, A GIANT STATUE—S0
FEET HIGH—HAS BEEN BUILT ON

THE PLAINS OF PURA. ALL OF

THE OFFICIALS OF BABYLON ARE
ORPERED TO WORSHIP IT. THE HOUR
OF WORSHIP COMES—THE MOMENT
THE KING'S JEALOLS APVISERS
HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR ...

THE
MUSICIANS
HAVE TAKEN THEIR
PLACES. THE SIGNAL
WILL COME SOON—THE
ONE THAT MEANS
PEATH TO PANIEL'S
FRIENDPS.

MUS/C FILLS THE AIR. THE OFFICIALS
OF BABYLON EOW POWN ANP

WORSHIP THE GOLPEN STATUE—ALL BUT
SHAPRACH, MESHACH, ANP ABELNEGO.




: O KING, THREE
EAGERLY; THE JEALOLS W oF yoL wEBEwW
AcvisERs REPORT 10 THE KING. Bl “OFEFICIALS HAVE
e - DEFIED YOU.

THEY REFUSE TO
WORSHIP YOUR
> STATUE. V.

WORSHIP
THE

Al aal THE FURNACE
B ROTTER THAN i
YOU INTO S| £VER BEFORE—
THE FIERY o THE THREE HEBREWS ARE
' QRUICKLY BOLNE AND THROWN

FURNACE.
TELL ME, < INTO THE RAGING FIRE.

| wHAT cop
Bl can savE
A YOU FROM

THE :
GOP WE SERVE
CAN SAVE US FROM \
ANYTHING, INCLUDING
Bl FIRE! BUT EVEN IF HE
DOESN'T) WE WILL
NEVER WORSHIP
AN IDOL. (

AA4H!
IT'e TOO
HOT. IT'M
BURNING!




BUT WHEN THE
KING LOOKS INTO
THE FURNACE ...

BUT I SEE
FOUR! ANP THE
FOURTH LOCKS
LIKE SOMEONE
FROM HEAVEN.

THEY'RE
87 ALIVE! THE FLAMES
i HAVEN'T EVEN TOUCHED
THEM. DIDN'T WE THROW
™\ THREE MEN INTO THE
FIREZ

R W Y TR 7 T

SHADRACH!
¥ MESHACH!
\ ABEDNEGO!

COME OUT!

KING BLESSED BE THE GOP OF
NEBLCHAPNEZZAR SHAPRACH, MESHACH, ANP
/6 STRUCK WITH ABEPNEGO,; WHO SENT HIS
AWE ANZ I ANGEL TO SAVE THEM. FROM
WONPER. NOW ON, ANYONE WHO DPARES
TO SAY A WORD AGAINST
THEIR GOP WILL PIE!

WE SHOULD G

Y PROBABLY NOT \
MAKE ANY MORE

ATTACKS ON THE J

HEBREWS. 4




ONE NIGHT;, PANIEL HAS A
PREAM. FOLUR BEASTS KISE
OUT OF THE SURGING SEA4 ...

FIRST;, A LION WITH [
. EAGLE'S WINGS. A

7 R,

FINALLY; A
TERRIFYING ANP
POWERFUL BEAST
WITH IRON TEETH
RISES LF. IT CRUSHES
ANP PEVOLURS ALL
THE BEASTS THAT
CAME BEFORE /T.

NOTHING CAN STOP IT. |

| COMES FORTH.

THIRE, A BEAST
LIKE A LEOFAREP
WITH FOUR HEAPS |
ANE FOLR WINGS.

ﬁ 7 37

GOP GIVES HIM THE MEANING OF
THIE PREAM. THE FOLR BEASTS,
JUST LIKE THE FOUR METALS IN
NEBLCHAPNEZZAR'S STATUE,

M REPRESENT FOLIR KINGPOMS—
M 548YL0N, PERSIA, GREECE, AND

ROME. BUT A PIFFERENT KINC OF
KINGPOM—GOP'S KINGPOM—WILL
COME AFTER ROME, ANZ IT WILL
LAST FOREVER.




The Writing on the Wall ............

45 TER NEBUCHAPNEZZAR DIES, PAN/EL f )
CONTINUES TO GOVERN LINPER MANY 1 N\ . — .

DIFFERENT KINGS., BUT THE NEW RULER,
BELSHAZZAR, /6 YOLUING ANP SPOILEL. HE
SPENPS ALL HIS TIME IN FEASTS ANZ FARTIES
ANEZ POESN'T EVEN KNOW THAT PANIEL QUIETLY
KEEFPS THE KINGPOM RUNNING., HE LALIGHS AT
TWO GREAT THREATS TO HiS KINGPOM: ANGRY
FPRIESTS WHO ARE TURNING AGAINST HIM ANZ
THE APPROACH OF THE MIGHTY PERSIAN ARMY,
INGTEADP HE PREFARES A GREAT FEAST ANP
INVITES A THOWUSANDG GLESTS.

e

BRING THE GOBLETS ¥
AND PLATES THAT
A\ WE TOOK FROM THE
\ HEBREW TEMPLE IN
" JERUSALEM! 4

HE GIVES NO THOUGHT TO
THE ENEMY AT Hl& GATES OR
THE GOP HE HAS OFFENPEL.

AND TO THE GOP OF
WOOD FOR MAKING
THIS WALL ... CR
ELSE I'D FALL
POWN.

AND TO THE GO OF Y
SILVER FOR MAKING
THIS PLATE.

I'D LIKE TO
GIVE THANKS
TO THE GOP
OF GOLP FOR
MAKING THIS
cur!

BUT THEIR

PRUNKENNESS LOOK! ON
e,
WHAT |5 ITZ

/6 CUT SHORT.
SLUPPENLY
BELSHAZZAR
STARES AT A
PLACE HIGH
ON THE
EANGUET
wAaLL, HE
TURNS
FALE ANP
HIS HANPS
TREMBLE ...

WHAT DPCES
IT MEANZ




KING BELSHAZZAR'S FEAST HAS BEEN
LPISRUPTED BY A SUPERNATURAL
S/GHT. 4 GHOSTLY HANP WRITES

N 7THREE WORPS ON THE WALL.

ENCHANTERS!
ASTROLOGERS!
WHOEVER CAN TELL
ME THE MEANING OF
THIS WRITING WILL
HAVE RICHES AND A
PROMOTION.

e | 527 NoWE OF ™ 6 A MAN IN'YOUR KINGZOM WITH THE POWER
| /s RoYAL WISE /s —
4 A / B\ \OF THE GODS. THIS MAN DANEL 15 WISE
THE MEANING. N —WITH THE ABILITY TO
AT THIS, : D ~ INTERPRET DREAMS
BELSHAZZAR B U W AND EXPLAIN RIDDLES.
BECOMES EVEN O _. CALL FOR DANIEL, AND
MORE TERRIFIED, 9 \ HE WILL TELL You
WHEN THE KING'S : : : -, WHAT THE WRITING
MOTHER HEARS (' - MEANS.
THE EXCITEMENT W
IN THE BANGUET
HALL, SHE
RUSHES TO
HER SON.




TELL ME ;
WHAT THOSE WORDPS
MEAN AND You WILL
BE THE THIRP HIGHEST
RULEER IN BABYLON.
I'LL GIVE YOU HALF
MY WEALTH!

KEEP YOUR RICHES TO YOURSELF
ANP GIVE YOUR PROMOTION TO SOMEONE
ELSE. YOUR ANCESTOR NEBUCHAPNEZZAR
MAPE MISTAKES, BUT AT LEAST HE LEARNEP
FROM THEM ANP GAVE HONCOR TO GOP. BUT
YOU ARE ARROGANT. YOU ATE AND DPRANK
OUT OF THE SACREP TREASURES OF GOP'S
TEMPLE. YOU PRAISEP THE GOPS CF GOLP
ANDP SILVER ANP WOOP—WHICH PON'T EVEN
EXIST! BUT YOU HAVE GIVEN NO
HONCR TO GOP.

THESE WORDPS
ARE GOP'S PROMISE TO
YOU., THEY MEAN THIS: YOUR
DAYS ARE NUMBERED! YOU'VE
BEEN MEASLIREDP ANDP FOUNDP
WANTING! AND YOUR KINGPOM
WILL BE PIVIPEDP AMONG
THE PERSIANS!

WELL, THAT
SOUNDPS A LITTLE
FARFETCHED, BUT

I'LL KEEP MY
PROMISE. HERE, THIS
CHAIN MAKES You
NEXT TO ME IN ALL
THE KINGPPOM.

NOW,
ON WITH THE
FEAST!

AS BELSHAZZAR { SOLDIERSZ WHERE DPIP
SPEAKS, PERSIAN B\ THEY COME FROMZ WHERE
SOLDIERS SLPPENLY . ARE MY GUARDPSZ
FILL THE HALL ANC

TAKE HIM PRISONER.

BEFORE MORNING,
THE CITY /6 IN THE
HANDS OF THE
ENEMY, BELSHAZZAR
/5 EXECUTED BY
THE CONKUERING
PERS/ANS.




PAN/EL POES SLICH EXCEPTIONAL
WORK THAT PARIL ECIPES TO
PROMOTE HIM TO RUN THE WHOLE
KINGPOM BY HIMSELF. THIS POES
NOT PLEASE HIs YOLUNG OFFICIALS.

Lion Taming | §

g you WILL
| BABYLON, WHICH HAZ

HELP RULE OVER
CONRUERED JUDAH, HAS NOW y MY NOBLES AS LONG

|

Gern covauires by oarise, | Bl AS YOU OBEY ME.

BEEN CONRLEREDP BY PARILIS, . MAKE SURE THAT

TAXES ARE PAIP AND?
NOBOPY CHEATS

WE'LL NO
LONGER
BE ABLE
TO MAKE

THE PERSIAN KING, JL/ST LIKE

= - .
[/e NEEDPS TRUSTWORTHY

LS TO HELP HIM RUN

ME OUT OF MY
N MONEY.

-/,

(o

MONEY OFF
OF BRIBES
IF DANIEL IS

IF WE CoULP
ONLY CATCH
HIM IN SOME

WATCHING CORRUPTICN ...
us. BUT PANIEL I1&
TOO HONEST.

WE'LL NEVER
FINDP ANY PIRT ON
DPANIEL, UNLESS
WE CAN TRAP HIM
WITH SOMETHING
ABOUT THE LAWS
OF HIs GoP!
HE WILL NEVER
PISHONCR HIS
HEBREW GOP.

O KING, YOUR EMPIRE | EVEN LARGER THAN THE
BABYLONIANS'., YOU PESERVE HONOR AND PRAISE. YOUR
NOBLES, WHO HONCR YOU ABOVE ALL, HAVE AGREEDP THAT
YOU SHOULD SIGN A LAW SO THAT EVERYONE WILL HONCR
YOU. NO ONE MAY PRAY OR BOW POWN TO ANY GOP? OR MAN
BUT YOU FOR 30 DPAYS. ANYONE WHO PRAYS TO SOMEONE
BESIPES YOU WILL BE THROWN INTO THE LIONS' CAGE!

WELL, IF
YOU REALLY
THINK T
PESERVE
SUCH
HONCR ...
OKAY. IF
ALL OF You
WANT SUCH :
A LAW, T'LL s
SIGN [T, ;

AS YOU KNOW,; ONCE
THIS LAW 1S IN WRITING, IT
CANNCT BE TAKEN BACK OR
CHANGEP. THAT IS THE RULE
OF PERSIAN LAW.




WHEN PARILIS 'S - . E i
NEW LAW /5 ARENR e e
ANNOLINCED, i - :
PAN/EL OH, LORD, HOW
IMMECIATELY THE WICKED TRY TO
RECOGNIZES THE o r PISHONOR YOUR NAME AND
TRAP SET BY ’ - DISCREDPIT YOUR SERVANTS.
THE DISHONEST | o OH, WELL. I HAVE PRAYED
APVISERS., ' ' . TO YOU, AND NOBOPY BUT
ity You, FOR MY WHOLE LIFE.
22 ; I'M NOT ABOUT TO
L STOP NOW.

. - ... AND GOES TO THE UPSTAIRS ROOM, WHERE THE
| PANIEL MAKES WINPOWS FACE JERUSALEM. THERE, LIKE HE'S DONE
| IS WAY HOME ... EVERY LAY FOR THE PAST 70 YEARS, HE PRAYS.,

SEE—
PANIEL
PRAYS TO
HIS coOP
JUST LIKE f
WE THOUGHT fa., 48
HE WOULP. e
GOOP., NOW

WE'LL TELL
DARIUS.

’ HAVE You § I HAVE—AND THE
N

LAW OF THE PERSIANS

OT SIGNEP A
CANNOT BE CHANGEP.

LAW FOR A PERSO
TO BE THROWN TO
THE LIONS IF HE
BOWS BEFORE
ANYONE BUT

Youz

DANIEL HAS BROKEN YOUR LAWS.

THREE TIMES A DAY HE PRAYS TO

HIS GOP—IN FRONT OF A WINPOW
WHERE EVERYONE CAN SEE.

DANIEL, MY
FRIEND!

SENDPING DPANIEL
TO HIS PEATH.




COULPN'T YOU MAYBE HOLP OFF ON
PRAYING FOR ANOTHER 29 DAYSZ YOU PON'T

\ EVEN HAVE TO PRAY TO ME. OR MAYBE JUST
N\ PRAY WHERE PEOPLE CAN'T SEE YOU FOR

A FEW WEEKSZ

Y ME BECAUSE I PO
NOT COMPROMISE MY W

COMPROMISE
TO MY GOP.

| PANEL REMANS
FIRM., ANC AT THE

END OF THE 247 3
KING PARIIS CANNOT |
CHANGE THE LAW,

R EVEN ONE THAT HE

HIMSELF SIGNEL.

RELUCTANTLY; HE ORPERS H/s
GUARPS TO TAKE PAN/EL TO THE
LIONS® PEN ANP THROW HIM IN.

LOOK! DANIEL
DPOESN'T SEEM
TO BE AFRAIP.

HE WILL BE
WHEN HE GETS TO
THE LIONS' PEN. OUR
PLAN TO GET RIP OF
HIM 15 WORKING
PERFECTLY.

A FEW MINUTES
LATER, PAN/EL, WHO
BROKE THE KING'S
LAW BY PRAYING T©O
GOG, /5 THROWN /N

| WITH THE LIONS.

SEAL THE PEN
WITH A STONE SO
THAT EVERYONE
WILL KNOW T AM
ENFORCING THE

OWN PRIPE
AND THIS STUPIDP
LAW HAVE COST
ME MY ONLY
TRUSTEP
FRIENP.

L

you!

MY ONLY HOPE
NOW [ THAT YOUR
GOP |15 STRONG
ENOUGH TO SAVE




THAT NIGHT THE KING
CAN'T EAT OR SLEEF,
r/

AT PAYBREAK, THE
KING RUBHES TO
THE LIONS" PEN.

DANIEL !
Vo)
e DIP YOUR
MY GOD SENT
AN ANGEL WHO SHUT
THE MOUTHS OF THE
LIONS! MY GOD FOUND
ME FAITHFUL. JUST LIKE
T HAVE ALWAYS BEEN
FAITHFUL TO YOU,
MY KING.




.

" e
/NG S

E NOBLES WHE /A TP ¥
2 DANJEL'S DPEATH, A .__\//‘\';.,,

THE KING |5 OVERIOYED

AND GRPERS A ROPE

" THROMN POWN. INTO THE

£ ggg PAN/EL 6 PULLEL
d " . 5

SENT DANIEL
TO THE LIONS.
NOW WE'LL SEE
HOW you LIKE IT! |9
GUARDS, THROW /&
THEM INTO THE /=8

Q| 7THE LIONS, WHO
HADP SEEMEL 50 TAME

V| JLsT A MOMENT BEFORE,
U | MMECIATELY PEVOLR
THE WICKEDZ APVISERS.

KING
DARIIS
MAKES A |
d DECREE ...

i_|

I, DARIUS,
COMMAND ALL
PEOPLE IN THIS
KINGDPOM TO HONCOR
THE GOD THAT
DANIEL WORSHIPS
AND SERVES,

ANP FOR THE REST OF HIS LIFE,
PANIEL HELPS THE PERS/ANS
RULE BABYLON, THE COUNTRY
HE ENTERED AS A CAPTIVE.
AGAINST ALL OPPS, HE BOLLPLY
STANPS FOR GoP—ANP Gor
REWAREPS HiM.




BASEP ON ]
ESTHER 1218

IN THE YEARS SINCE THE PERSIANS _
CONRLIERED BABYLON, THE PERSIAN BEEN ENTERTANING \&
EMPIRE HAS BECOME THE MOST POWERFUL HIGH-RANKING OFFICIALS e
IN ALL THE WORLD—REACHING FROM INCIA FOR SIX MONTHS Now! &

70 ETHIOPIA. KING XERXES Now 5/T5 oN Rl -8 VRN & HOW MUCH LONGER

THE THRONE AT SUSA. TO CELEBRATE Hi5 |} S 7Y/ . WILL THIS FEASTING
GREATNESS, HE THROWS A PARTY FOR TIEIN S/ 7 GO ONZ

HIE NOBLEMEN—A BIG, EXPENSIVE, ANP
LONG PARTY.

UNTIL
HE THINKS HE
HAS IMPRESSED ALL
OF HI SUBJECTS
WITH HIS WEALTH
. AND POWER.

XERXES' HUGE PARTY youU KNOW, I'M NOT JUST THE RICHEST AN \
FINALLY COMES TO AN ENC. THE STRONGEST. I ALSO HAVE THE MOST  FOR QUEEN
7O CELEBRATE, HE THROWS BEAUTIFUL WIFE IN THE EMPIRE. YOU PON'T VASHTI!

| anvo7HER PARTY; THIS ONE | BELIEVE ME, DO YOUZ NO; NO, THAT'S OKAY. y~
FOR HI& CLOSEST FRIENPS. - I'LL PROVE IT TO YOU. :

| AFTER SEVERAL LAYE OF o
PRINKING, THE KING BEGINS
HI& BOASTING.

UMM ... YOUR HIGHNESS#Z THE
QUEEN REFUSES TO COME.




THIS 15 HORRIBLE, MY WIFE POESN'T /—'75‘? PLZZLING THROLIGH THE KING'S
OBEY MY COMMANDS. MY NOBLEMEN;, You B QLESTION, ONE OF HiS APVISERS STANDS L/P
MUST HELP ME. ACCORDING TO PERSIAN B AND POINTS OLIT THAT THE CONSERUENCES
LAW; WHAT CAN I PO TO LUNPO WHAT B ARE MUCH WORSE THAN THEY EVEN REALIZE ...
e SHE DIDN'T DOZ ,- _ P i T

NDPERSTAND
YOU, O KING. SHE HAS BROUGHT THE KING RIGHTLY; AND
PISASTER UPON ALL THE MEN IN THE I THINK I PO, THEN THE
KINGPOM! ONCE WOMEN HEAR THAT QUEEN KING SHOULDP DO WHAT
VASHT| HAS PISOBEYEPD YOU, THEY WILL I WoULP Po.
START PISOBEYING THEIR OWN HUSBANDS,
THEY'LL PO WHATEVER THEY WANT.
THEY MIGHT EVEN 74Lk TO
us! IT WILL BE CHAOS!

FIRST; ANNOLINCE
THAT VASHTI IS NO
LONGER THE QUEEN,
THEN,; SEARCH THE
COUNTRYSIPE LOOKING
FOR THE MOsST
BEAUTIFUL, YOUNG,
AND QL/ET WOMEN IN
THE LAND. YOU CAN
PICK OUT A NEW WIFE.
A BETTER WIFE!

THEN WOMEN WILL KNOW NOT
TO TALK BACK TO THEIR HUSBANDS, ) (BRILLIANT!
AND WE'LL HAVE PEACE.

50 THE KING
BANISHES HIS QLEEN
ANP SENPS OUT A
PECREE, “VASHT/

5 NO LONGER THE
QUEEN, ANP I THINK
EVERY MAN SHOLULEP
BE KING IN HIs OWN
HOUSEHOLL!"




AFTER H/S RAGE—ANEZ THE I DON'T HAVE A BEAUTIFUL
WINE—WEARS OFF, KING XERXES | QUEEN ANYMORE! ANDP I CAN'T
STARTS TO M/SS VASHT!. THEN BRING VASHTI BACK BECAUSE T
HE REMEMBERS WHAT SHE HAL CANNOT UNDO THE NEW LAW.
PONE—ANZ WHAT HE HALP PONE. 3

I KNOW WHAT WILL
MAKE YOU FEEL BETTER.
WE'LL BRING YOU ALL THE
MOST BEAUTIFUL WOMEN
IN THE KINGPOM. YOU CAN

PICK YOUR FAVORITE TO
BE YOUR NEW QUEEN. ANP?
THE ONE YOU PICK WILL
BE EVEN MORE BEAUTIFUL

THAN VASHTI. :

THE SHALLOW KING AGREES.

NOW THERE (6 A FTEWISH MAN NAMELD
MORPECA! WHO WORKS IN THE COLRTS .
| OF THE CAPITAL CITY OF SUSA. HE HAS A E 1
75 I
6 |

: WHEN ALL THE BEALITIFUL WOMEN IN
%’5’ %ﬁ’”ffﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁég% %‘fﬁg Pg’g EN Y THE LAND ARE BROLIGHT TO THE KING'S
N MORDECAI HAS RAISED HER LIKE HIS oWN R o PALACE, ESTHER /16 AMONG THEM.
| DALGHTER. NOW THAT SHE'S GROWN UF; E | o
ESTHER /6 A BEALTIFUL WOMAN WHO
| MPRESSES EVERYONE SHE MEETS.

DON'T BE AFRAI,
You WILL BE TREATEDP
WELL IN THE PALACE.
BUT PON'T LET ANYONE
KNOW THAT YOU ARE

e st ' £

IN THE PALACE, THE YOLING WOMEN you GIRLS MAY HAVE BEEN PRETTY ENOUGH FOR
ARE BROLIGHT BEFORE HEGAl, THE THE PIG HERPER IN YOUR TINY TOWN. BUT NONE OF
HEAD SERVANT IN CHARGE OF YOU 16 PRETTY ENOUGH FOR THE KING! AT LEAST, NOT
MAKING SLRE ALL THE CANPICATES YET. NOT UNTIL I'VE WORKED MY MAGIC. YOU WON'T
ARE AS BEAUTIFUL AS CAN BE. EVEN GET TO SEE THE KING UNTIL I'VE POLISHEDP
; YOUR LOOKS LIKE A JEWELER POLISHING
A BEAUTIFUL GEMSTONE.




FIRST, WE'RE GOING TO TAKE SIX i
MONTHS TO TREAT YOUR SKIN
WITH THE FINEST LOTIONS AND

OILS. KING XERXES CAN'T STAND

y THE SIGHT OF PIMPLES.

THEN WE'LL TAKE ANOTHER SIX MONTHS FINPING
EXACTLY THE RIGHT SCENT OF PERFUME FOR YOU.
WE'LL ALSO TEACH YOU HOW TO APPLY MAKEUP TO

BEST SHOW OFF YOUR FACE. THEN, AND ONLY THEN,
WILL YOU GET TO SEE THE KING. AT THAT POINT; IF

THE KING LIKES YOU ANDP REMEMBERS YOUR
NAME, YOou WILL BE OUR NEXT QUEEN.

BUT I MUST
TELL YOU—EVEN
AFTER ALL MY BEAUTY
TREATMENTS, THE KING HAS
NEVER REMEMBEREDP ANY
OF THE CANPIPATES'
NAMES.

M/ SP/TE OF H/S Low MEANWHILE, MORPECA! HAS BEEN WORRIEL
OFINION OF THE YOLUNG
WOMEN, HEGA/ /S IMMEPIATELY

ABOUT HIS APOPTEDP ALGHTER. EVERY Ay
HE HANGS ARCLNG THE OUTS/IPE WALLS OF
THE HAREM HOFING TO HEAR NEWS OF
ESTHER, THERE HE MAKES FRIENCS WITH
THE GLUARPS, WHO LET HIM HANG OLT NEAR
THE WOMEN'S SECTION OF THE FPALACE.

CHARMED BY ESTHER.

DON'T WORRY.
EVERYONE IN THE
\ PALACE LOVES

ESTHER.

&

YOU'RE
A GOOD
FATHER |
H TO CHECK
l ON HER,
| BuT sHE
IS WELL
TAKEN
CARE
OF.

YOU HAVE GRACE ANDP
INTELLIGENCE LIKE NONE OF
THESE OTHER GIRLS., I'M
GIVING YOU SEVEN MAIPS TO
ATTEND TO YOU PERSONALLY.
Yyou WILL HAVE THE BEST
ROOM IN THE PALACE.




FINALLY; AFTER 12 MONTHS
OF BEAUTY TREATMENTS,
HEGAI THINKS ESTHER /5
REAPY TO BE PRESENTEP
TO THE KING.

SWEET -
GIRL. JUST BE
YOURSELF WITH

WHATEVER
YOU RECOMMENL?,
HEGAI. T TRUST

IN THE PALACE
15 ROOTING
FOR YOU.

15 THERE
ANYTHING YoU
WANT TO BRING
WITH You,
ESTHER?Z

IF ANYONE
CAN PLEASE THE
KING AND WIN HIS
FAVOR, IT WILL
BE ESTHER.

THE NEXT DAY, HEGAI [
16 CALLED BEFORE
THE THRONE. -

’ IT'S BEEN THREE YEARS, -
HEGAI! THREE YEARS OF YOUR

BEAUTY TREATMENTS AND? HO-HUM
VILLAGE GIRLS. AND IN ALL THAT
TIME,; I HAVEN'T FOUND ANYONE
WHO COULDP COMPARE TO VASHTI.
YOUR JOB IS FINISHEP! DON'T
BOTHER BRINGING ME
ANY MORE GIRLS.

INSTEAD,
BRING ME
BACK THAT

GIRL ESTHER F
TO BE MY NEW
QUEEN.




Persian Politics

BASED ON ESTHER 2:19—3:15

i Fgﬁ’ ,-1-ng/ ; Hﬁ;ﬁr 4 —
ESTHER—ALONG
B w74 uvoreCs oF |8 : g f e
b | BEALTIFLL WOMEN 4 WIFE, QUEEN OF
LIVEL IN THE PALACE ] > i
WA/TING FOR THE
KING TO CHOOSE . 3
ONE OF THEM 70 BE | B
HIS WIFE, THE kKING 3 HONORED
HAS FINALLY MAPE 1 : Y LO [
HIS CHOICE ... 1 B\ MY LORP.

B BUT ESTHER HAS
KEPT HER FAMILY
A SECRET. SHE
HASN'T TOLD
ANYONE ABOLT

 HER APOPTED :
FATHER, MORPECA/,
A TEWISH CITY ¢

| orFiciaL. LATE
THAT NIGHT, HE
GOES TO THE
WALLS OF THE
HAREM TO CHECK
ON ESTHER, THE
NEW RUIEEN.

As HE'S LEAVING ESTHER'S GARPEN, MORPECA/
OVERHEARS TWO OF THE KING'S SERVANTS ...

I AM SO
L DROUZ AND - \ / § =
PPY FOR YOU!
{ BUT REMEMBER, EVEN o THIS TINE
88l THOUGH YOU'RE THE : JONCRROW,
GLUEEN NOW, DONT P THE KING WILL BE
LET ANYONE KNOW : A PEAD. AND NO
L e 4 bR, g @il ONE WILL KNOW
JEWISH. e > A /O SI-LED

MORPECA/ WHY PO You
GUICKLY SENPS | LOoK TROUBLED,

WORP OF MY LOVELYZ |y
THE PLOT TO IT GIVES YOU ez N
ESTHER. THAT WRINKLES. \}
VERY NIGHT; )
THE KING CALLS
FOR HER.

@
v '
w ‘ ! y
’* p - _ MY KING,
48 TWO OF YOUR
-‘ , SERVANTS PLAN TO
J ” ASSASSINATE
5 you!




F A5 [ e - e e U

H A ING XERXES INVESTIGATES AND FINPS OUT THAT ESTHER'S REPORT /5
TRLIE, HE HAS GLIARDPS BRING HIS TRAITOROUS SERVANTS BEFORE HIM.

|~

ACCORDING _

TO PERSIAN e _

LAW, WHAT 15 s > W DEATH BY
THE PUNISHMENT '- ] - IMPALING,
FOR ATTEMPTING : -_ SIRE.

TO KILL THE . py. ¢

KINGZ ‘

GooP! PO THAT.
NOW, MY CHARMING
GQUEEN,; HOW PIP?
YOU KNOW ABOUT
THIS PLOTZ

MORPECAI, ONE OF YOUR
COURT OFFICIALS, TOLP ME.
HE OVERHEARD BIGTHANA
ANDP TERESH TALKING.

yOUu HEAR THATZ MORDPECAI
SAVED MY LIFE. YOU, SCRIBE!
WRITE THAT POWN IN THE OFFICIAL
BOOK OF RECORPS BECAUSE
I PON'T WANT TO FORGET IT. I
SHOULDP REWARD HIM
SOMEHOW.

KING NEEPS TO PROMOTE
SOMEONE TO BE THE NEW
PRIME MINISTER ...




HAMAN, You
WILL BE ABOVE ALL
THE PRINCES OF MY
COURT. PEOPLE WILL

BOW TO YOU LIKE

THEY gO TO

THAT MAN WHO
POES NOT SHOW
PROPER RESPECT

FOR MEZ

HAMAN GOES
HOME ANE CASTS
LOTS—CALLEDP
PLURIM"—TO
PECIPE WHICH
LAY HE WILL BET
FOR THE JEWS'
PLNISHMENT,

you HAVE \

HONORED
ME VERY

MUCH, MY §

HAMAN /6 VERY PROLP ANP
ENIOYE HAVING PEOPLE IN THE
CITY COLURT BOW BEFORE HIM.

BUT MORPECA/ REFLISES TO

BOW WHEN HAMAN WALKS BY.

THAT'S
MORPECAI—A
JEW. AND JEWS
WILL NOT BOW
TO ANY MAN.

ALRIGHT,
MCORPECAI,
YOUR DAY WILL
COME. You WILL
PAY FOR THIS—
ANDP 5O WILL
EVERY JEW IN
PERSIA!

LET'S
SEE WHAT DATE
AND MONTH T WILL
EXTERMINATE Yol ...
AHA! THE 13TH DAY
, OF THE MONTH
" OF APAR.




KINGPOM WHO DO NOT OBEY YOU. FOR YOUR SAFETY: I'M GLAP
THEY SHOULP BE PESTROYED. GIVE ME PERMISSION TO You BROUGHT
Hish MAKE A LAW THAT WILL GET RIP OF THEM IN PERSIA. THIS TO MY

<7 ATTENTION,
LS HAMAN. DO
WHAT You
NEEDP TO PO TO
PROTECT ME.
| usE my RING TO
SEAL THE NEW
LAW. THEN
EVERYONE WILL
KNOW THAT
YOUR LAW |& MY
3 LAW.

7

A Every Jew in Persie
is to be destrove
on the 13th day

the 12th month.
Anyone who kills
the Jews may keep
everything that

{ | belongs to the
A Jews they kill. _

CELEBRATE
YOUR GOoP
PECISION.
TO MY LOYAL
PRIME
MINISTER!

WOULD THE
KING PO THIS
TO UsZ WE
HAVEN'T PONE
ANYTHING

RONG!




@ ® WHAT ARE YoU ‘
DOING HERE IN
SACKCLOTHZ DON'T You Yo
AKNOg grso AGAINST THGE
LAW TO SHOW MOURNING IN
BASED ON ESTHER 4 THE KING'S PALACEZ YOU /
COULD BE KILLED!
WHEN MORPECAI HEARS THE
ORPERS, HE PRESSES IN ¥ I AM
SACKCLOTH AND POLRS ASHES | | TO BE KILLED
: ANYWAY—ALONG

4 WITH ALL OF OUR
HO HE HOPES WILL ; 3 PEOPLE.
7O PO SOMETHING.

o =,
BE ABLE

THE KING HAS PASSED
A NEW LAW ORDERING L
THAT ALL JEWS ARE - YOU MUST GO TO THE KING AND
TO BE KILLED. IT MUST ASK HIM TO SPARE THE JEWS.
PEOPLE HAV E ULD &
OUR PEOPLE EVER & _35”%%5@%
SINCE THE TIME ; THE ;(lNG HAS O’NE
OF KING SALL. < RULE ABOUT ANYONE
WHO APPROACHES HIM
WITHOUT BEING INVITED:
DEATH! UNLESS HE
DECIPES TO HOLD ouT
HIS SCEPTER. AND THE
KING HASN'T CALLED
FOR ME IN A MONTH.
IF I GO TO KING
XERXES UNINVITED, T
FACE THE DEATH
PENALTY!




IF You
PON'T GO, YOUR
M WHOLE PECPLE
FACE THE PEATH
) PENALTY.

WHO KNOWS?Z 5 TOPAY; YOU MUST B GO, GATHER ALL THE JEWS IN THE CITY. FAST
MAYBE YOU HAVE = BE MORE THAN A AND PRAY FOR ME. DON'T EAT OR PRINK FCOR
BEEN PUT INTO THIS QUEEN—YOU MUST THREE PAYS. I WILL PO THE SAME. AFTER
ROYAL POSITION BE A JEW. AND TO THREE PAYS, T WILL GO TO THE KING
FOR A TIME JUST  SAVE US, YOU MUST UNINVITED. ANP IF I PERISH, I PERISH.
LIKE THIS. BE MORE THAN A
: JEW—YOU MUST

L W BE A GUEEN.




Who Wil Be Hanged?

BASEP ON 557':‘/5? S=10

QLEEN ESTHER

BREAKS A LAW BY

APFPEARING BEFORE
T I

i

BY PEATH. B
THE LIVES OF HER
U FEOFLE, THE JEWS,
f| ARE /IN LANGER, ANZ
SHE 6 THE ONLY
ONE WHO MAY BE
ABLE TO s4AVE THEM.

BUT ASs XERXES LOOKS AT
HIS BEALTIFUL NEW QUEEN,
HE PECIPES HE POE. 7
MING THE INTRUSION. HE
HOLPS OUT HIs SCEPTER TO
SHOW HIS FORGIVENESS.

2 €
WHAT
1S IT, MY
BREATHTAKING \
BEAUTYZ WHAT 15
YOUR REQUESTZ
EVEN IF You
WANTED HALF OF
MY KINGDPOM, T
WOULDP GIVE IT

ESTHER! T
PIPN'T INVITE
HER TO COME

BEFORE ME!

THE MOMENT HAS COME

WHEN ESTHER CAN ASK

KING XERXES TO SPARE
HER PEOFLE.

I ...
REQUEST ...
THAT YOU ANDP?
HAMAN ... COME
TO A PRIVATE
PARTY. JUST THE
THREE OF LS.

A PARTY
WITH YouZ
ABSOLUTELY'!
FIND HAMAN
NOW!

ESTHER ENTERTAINS THE
KING ANEZ HAMAN IN HER
OWN PRIVATE GAREPEN.

BUT SHE STILL POESN'T
TELL XERXES HER REAL
RERUEST, INSTEALD, SHE
INVITES HIM ANZ AAMAN TO
COME TO ANOTHER FARTY
TOMORROW. THEN, SHE
PROM/SES, SHELL TELL

N HIM HER TRUE RERLUEST.

THE KING ACCEPTS, ANP
80 POES HAMAN, WHO
/5 OVERIOYEDP TO BE

INCLUPEL.




BTN,

HAMAN LEAVES HIS MONARCHS '  PRESENCE IN A GREAT
MOOL, THE HONOR ANZ THE WINE HE HAS BEEN GIVEN
MAKE HIM VERY HAPFY—LUNTIL HE LEAVES THE FALACE.

, THERE HE 15.
i N DOES HE STILL

(D NOT FEAR HOW
POWERFUL I AMZ
WILL MORDPECAI
BOW TO MEZ

BUT AS HAMAN
WALKS BY;
MORPECA/
JUET WATCHES
HIM—ANP STAYS
SEATEL

g
/ THAT
(" STUBBORN JEW!
HE STILL WON'T
GIVE ME HONCR.
I CAN'T WAIT TO
PLUNISH HIM!

AT HOME, THE KING YOU KNOW WHAT WILL MAKE YOU FEEL BETTER,
HAMAN HAS GIVEN ME HAMANZ YOU SHOULP BUILDP A GALLOWS TONIGHT.
BOASTS GREAT WEALTH THEN, FIRST THING IN THE MORNING,; ASK THE KING
ABoUT His ANDP HONCR. TO HAVE MORIPECAI HANGEDP ON IT. THEN YOU'LL BE
BLCCESS TO ANDP THAT'S ABLE TO ENJOY YOUR PINNER WITH THE QUEEN.
HIS WIFE. NOT ALL!
THE QUEEN
INCLUPES ME
IN HER PRIVATE
BANQUETS.

BUT NONE
OF THAT GIVES
e ME SATISFACTION
| WHEN I SEE THAT
W JEW, MORPECAI,
PISHONOR ME.

HEE HEE
HEE! WAIT
UNTIL MORPECAI
SEES WHAT WILL
HAPPEN TO HIM




THAT SAME _
NIGHT, THE KING [N
CAN'T SLEER. WV ILL HAVE A
. SERVANT READ
ME THE PUBLIC
RECORDS. 7HAT
WILL PUT ME
\  TO SLEEP.

e

THE SCRIBE REAPS TO THE KING LUNTIL THE EARLY
HOLIRS OF THE MORNING. WHEN THE REAPING REACHES
THE STORY OF MORPECAI, THE KING INTERRUFPTS.

STOP! WHAT
REWARD PIP
MORPECA| RECEIVE
FOR SAVING MY
LIFEZ

WELL, THAT'S
NOT Goor. T
REALLY OUGHT
TO PO SOMETHING
FOR HIM.

AT THAT MOMENT, )  AH, HAMAN, YOU'RE
HAMAN ENTERS THE JUST THE PERSON I NEED
COURT TO RERUEST TO SEE. IF I WANTED TO
MORPECA/'S HANGING. B HONOR YOU FOR PLEASING
ME,; WHAT WOULD You
PREFER I DPOZ -

OH! WELL, I'P WANT ‘
TO WEAR ONE OF YOLUR
ROBES—AND RIPE YOUR
HORSE! THEN HAVE ONE
OF YOUR NOBLES LEAD

ME THROUGH THE CITY
TELLING EVERYONE,
"THE KING RESPECTS

THIS MAN!"

I KNEW YOU'D HAVE A GREAT SUGGESTION!
GET THE ROBE; ANDP GET THE HORSE. DO
EXACTLY WHAT YOU SAIP—FOR THAT JEW

MORPECAI WHO WORKS AT MY GATES.

MORDPECAI!
BUT I—
YES, SIRE,




e

AfoRV AND
HUMILIATED, HAMAN
/6 FORCED TO _ THE KING
PERFORM FOR H/S RESPECTS
ENEMY; MORPECA/, , THIS
THE CEREMONY THAT
HE PLANNED FOR
HIMSELF.

@ N : W AS DELIGHTFUL AS THESE

W e . | PARTIES ARE, MY LUSCIOUS
e i : B GUEEN, YOU MUST HAVE HAD A
- = _ & | DIFFERENT REASON TO SEEK ME
; OUT. T PROMISE TO GIVE YoU

[T 7O THE o
FPALACE FOR ANYTHING YOU ASK FOR.

MY KING, IF YOU HAVE ANY LIKING FOR ME,
SAVE MY LIFE! THAT 1S MY REQUEST. AND SPARE
THE LIVES OF MY PEOPLE. BY THE CRUEL PLAN OF
A CERTAIN MAN, WE ARE TO BE PUT TO DPEATH.

PUT
Yoo 10
PEATHZ WHO
WOULDP DPARE
PO SUCH A
THING#Z




You WANT
D 7O MURPER MY
| GUEENFZZ

N £ KNG STORMS OUT OF
THE GARPEN IN A RAGE. HAS ALREADY
HAMAN REALIZES HE HAS RETLRNEL. My RUEEN //\v’?/g);
MADE A HIGE MISTAKE. OWN PALACE 773

Rt

e 5T THE kNG TR ANC NOW
N' YOURE ATTACKING

PLEASE—
WHEN HE COMES
BACK—TELL THE
KING TO SPARE

MY LIFE!

YOUR HIGHNESS, HAMAN OH, WHAT

WAS INTENPING TO HANG GOOP TIMING.

MORPECAI, WHO SAVED HANG HAMAN ON

YOUR LIFE. HE HAS JUST THAT! TAKE HIM

BUILT A GALLOWS NEAR
Hi& HOUSE.

YOU SHALL HAVE
HAMAN'S WEALTH BECAUSE |
OF THE SUFFERING HE HAS

CAUSED YOU.
My v
MORPECAI |6 RELATED

ﬁg;@géilf TO YOUZ THEN HE HAS
MORPECAII | DONE ME TWO FAVORS. T'LL
PUT HIM IN HAMAN'S PLACE—

SUFFERED SECONP IN POWER IN ALL
OF MY KINGDOM.




BUT ESTHER
KNOWsS THIS /&
NOT ENOLGH.

IF T HAVE
PLEASED
you, T
BEG YOU
TO TAKE
BACK THE
ORDER
HAMAN
SENT TO ) _ : -
L T e T WISH T
i CouLD. BUT
ACCORDING TO
PERSIAN LAW, NO
ONE—NOT EVEN THE
KING—CAN CANCEL
AN ORDER THAT HAS
BEEN SEALED WITH

. \k THE KING'S

HAMAN CAST LOTS—PURIM—
TO PESTROY US, BUT INSTEADP
WE HAVE BEEN SAVEDP FROM
OUR ENEMY. I'VE WRITTEN AN
ORPER THAT EVERY YEAR ALL
JEWS MUST CELEBRATE THIS
PAY. THERE SHOULDP BE MUCH
THE ‘IEW% ; REJOICING ANDP GIVING OF
MAY CARRY OF T GIFTS. IT WILL BE CALLEP
EAPO JEWS! WE' THE FEAST OF PURIM.

MAYBE T
f L
A JEW, FAS sdotLy
BECOME
BEEN MADE ok
PRIME & '
MINISTER.

JEWISH PEOPLE THROLGHOLT
THE WORLP STILL CELEBRATE
THE FEAST OF PURIM.




- THESE ARE THE WORDPS OF KING CYRUS: “THE GOP
OF ISRAEL COMMANDS THAT A HOUSE BE BUILT FOR
HIM IN JERUSALEM. ANY OF HIS PEOPLE WHO WANT

TO PO 50 MAY RETURN.”

BASED ON EZRA 1—3; TSAIAH 45

EVEN AFTER MANY YEARS LIVING IN EXILE

IN BABYLON ANP PERS/A, THE JEWS STILL
PREAM OF RETURNING TO THEIR HOMELANG,
JUEAH. THE PIFFERENT PERS/IAN KINGS HAVE
MOSTLY TREATED THE JEWS WELL. WHEN
KING CYRLIS TAKES THE THRONE; ONE OF H/S
FIRST ACTS /5 TO [8SUE A PECREE.

THE JEWS REJOICE THAT THE KING
/6 ALLOWING THEM TO RETURN TO
THE LANP GOP PROMISED THEM.

I AM TOO OLP TO
MAKE THE JOURNEY. BUT
HERE, TAKE THESE GOLP
PLATES THAT MY FAMILY
HAS PASSED DPOWN FOR
GENERATIONS. AND HERE

15 SOME MONEY AND?
EXTRA FOOPD.

GIFTE OF MONEY; -7 R THANK GOoP
HORSES, MULES, | . I'LL SEE MY
CAMELS, GOLEP ANZP ; HOMELAND!
SILVER, FOOP ANZ ;

CLOTHING POLIR IN.
AT LAST THE LAY

COMES WHEN THE

GREAT CARAVAN /5
REAPY TO LEAVE.




ON THE LONG ROADP HOME, THE JEWS FOLLOW THE SAME ROUTE
THAT ABRAHAM, THE FATHER OF THE JEW/SH NATION, TRAVELEDP
500 YEARS BEFORE WHEN HE OBEYEP GOP'S COMMANG TO
LEAVE LIR ANP MAKE A NEW NATION /N PALESTINE.

WHEN WE
LEFT JERUSALEM,
IT WAS IN FLAMES.
I WONPER WHAT
IT LOOKS LIKE

NO MATTER HOW MUCH THEY PREPARE THEMSELVES FOR THE RUNED CITY, THEY
ARE BROKENHEARTED WHEN THEY WALK THROUGH THE RUBBLE OF JERUGALEM,

SOLOMON'S
BEAUTIFUL TEMPLE
STOOP OVER
THERE.

WITH THE
LORDP’'S HELP;
IT WILL BE
REBUILT.

MAYBE WE

SHOULDP NOT
HAVE COME BACK.
MAYBE ...

OUR FAMILY BUILT THIS
HOME WITH THEIR OWN
HANDPS, LOOK AT IT
NOW—IT'S A HOME FOR
WILD POGS. ;

FOREFATHERS BUILT
MUCH OF THIS CITY.
WE'LL REBUILP [T!

JERUSALEM WILL /&
\RISE AGAIN—YOU'LL/
SEE!

-

507



ALTHOLGH THE C/TY &

OF JERUSALEM
/S IN RUINS, THE
JEWS WHO HAVE
RETLIRNEDP FROM
CAPTIVITY IN
BABYLON SET 7O
WORK 7O REBLILE
,-’.?'f .,755""‘:-4 ANEC

E'E ‘7;..47//\/' THE
ALTAR O‘L’ '7:: OLP

IN THE MIPST OF THE RUINSG, THE

JEW/SH PEOFLE CELEEBRATE THE

FEAST OF TABERNACLES FOR THE
G, '11'** /A.’ MANY YEARS.

IT 16 GOOP TO FINALLY BURN OFFERINGS
TO THE LORP IN JERUSALEM, EVEN THOUGH
THE TEMPLE |15 NOT REBUILT YET.

WHEN THE FOLUNCATION OF THE TEMPLE /S5 IN
PLACE, THE HIGH PRIEST LEAPS THE PEOFPLE
IN A BERVICE OF WORSHIFP ANC REIDICING.

GIVE THANKS TO
THE LORP; FOR HE 15
GOOP. HIS FAITHFUL LOVE
s LASTS FOREVER.

THE NOISE FROM THEIR
CELEBRATION /6 60 GREAT THAT /T
CAN BE HEAREZ FROM MILES AWAXY,




Jemple Troubles

BASED ON EZRA 4—6&/
HAGGA/; ZECHARIAH

: :\\ IF YOU WON'T
) \ LET US HELP BUILD

THE TEMPLE, WE'LL
MAKE SURE YOU
PON'T BUILP IT

AT ALL ...

THE SAMAR/TANS DON'T YOU KNOW THAT

SEND ’1‘4 LETTER TO JERUSALEM HAS ALWAYS

KING CYRLS. BEEN A REBELLIOUS AND
WICKEP CITYZ IF YOU LET
THEM REBUILP THEIR CITY
AND THEIR TEMPLE, THEY
WILL EVENTUALLY REVOLT
AGAINST YOU ANP MAKE

YOU LOOK WEAK.

BUT THE 50LUNP OF THE JEWS'™ REJOICING
BRINGS TROUBLE. THE SAMARITANS WHO
LIVE NEAR JERUSALEM COME WITH A
RERLUEST TO HELP BUILD THE TEMPLE.

WE'RE SORRY; BUT GOP PUNISHED :
Us 70 YEARS AGO BECAUSE WE RELIEP ON
OTHER PEOPLE'S HELP, INSTEAP OF TRUSTING
IN GODP ALONE. THIS |5 SOMETHING
WE MUST PO OURSELVES.

IT'S TRUE,

SIRE. JERUSALEM
HAS ALWAYS REBELLEDP
AGAINST THE POWERFLUL
EMPIRES.

THEM 7O S70P
RESLILLING
IMMECIATELY Y T
WILL NOT LET TH/IS
THREAT R/ISE FROM

n  THE ASHES.




FORCED TO OBEY, THE JEWS TURN 70 k\. .
| WORK ON THEIR HOMES ANDP GARPENS. -
SEVERAL YEARS FASS. CYRUS PIES,

[| AND NEW KINGS COME TO THE THRONE
OF PERSIA, BUT STILL THE TEMPLE IN
JERUSALEM /6 NOT COMPLETEL.

HAGGAI, ONE OF THE
a2 Y
y : " WE WERE FOLLOWING THE LAW
Qe onbEL ANe e oy OF PERSIA, WE HAVE TOO MANY

\ ENEMIES WHO PON'T WANT US TO
BUILD THE TEMPLE.

GOAL

RE

X

; THE LORDP WAS
WONPERING: WHY HAVE X
YOU FINISHEDP BUILPING
YOUR HOUSES, WHILE
GOr’s HOUSE IS
STILL IN RUINGZ

‘PO NOT BE AFRAIL?

OF 'YOUR ENEMIES.

FINISH MY TEMPLE,
FOR I AM WITH

WITH HAGGA/'S PROFHETIC f i
. :

ENCOLIRAGEMENT, THE JEWS
PEéUME WORK ON THE TEMPLE.|

=] lnA. - @

BUT THE GOVERNORS IN THE AREA ARE
CONCERNED BY THE SUPPEN REBUILCING.

WHO GAVE You { IT’6 NOT A FORTRESS, IT'S THE TEMPLE TO OUR
PERMISSION GOP THAT WAS PESTROYEP BY THE BABYLONIANS
TO BUILDP THIS | MANY YEARS AGO. ANDP KING CYRUS HIMSELF GAVE LS

FORTRESSZ PERMISSION TO REBUILDP IT—HE EVEN PAIP FOR IT
OUT OF THE ROYAL TREASURY.

‘ .

WE'LL SEE IF
THAT'S TRUE.

EVER;’ONE
|
AGAINST
us. WE'LL
NEVER
FINISH THE
TEMPLE. 4




BUT ZECHARIAH, ANOTHER PROPHET AMONG THE RETURNEL
EXILES, COMES TO ZERLBEABEL WITH AN ENCOLRAGING WORPE.

EVEN IF YOLJR
% OWN STRENGTH
FAILS YOU, PO NOT
LOSE HOPE. THE TEMPLE
WILL NOT BE REBUILT BY S0
STRENGTH OR POWER, ,'_ - . :
“BUT BY THE LORD'S - = &
HOLY SPIRIT. ' ;

"‘E("fl-iARIAH

IT TURNS OUT THE PERSIANS REALLY PIP MAKE
A LAW THAT YOU COULDP REBUILP YOUR TEMPLE.
. AND PERSIAN LAW CANNOT BE CHANGED. THE NEW
2\ KING EVEN SAIP THAT HE WOULD PAY FOR ALL
THE SUPPLIES YOU NEEPD.

; AT LAST; THE NEW

MAAAAAAAAAAMNAAAANN | 7EMPLE oF Gor 15

{ FINISHED, WITH

. THANKFLL HEARTS,

THE PEOPLE OFFER
THEIR SACRIFICES AN
PRAYERS TO GOP.
FOR THE FIRST TIME
IN GENERATIONS, THEY
CELEBRATE THE
PASSOVER FESTIVAL
IN THE TEMPLE IN
TERUSALEM.




BASED ON E2RA 7—10

THE JEWS HAVE NOW BEEN BACK IN JERUSALEM
FOR 80 YEARS., EVEN THOLIGH THE NEW TEMFLE
/6 FINISHED, THE CITY—ANE MORE IMPORTANT;

THEIR WORSH|P—STILL HAS NOT BEEN REFAIREL.

L2\

I AM EZRA, A PRIEST WHO SERVED THE LORP IN BABYLON.
THE GOOP HAND OF THE LORD WAS UPON ME,; AND SO KING
ARTAXERXES HAS GIVEN ME AUTHORITY IN JERUSALEM.

YOU HAVE BEEN TOO LONG \
WITHOUT SPIRITUAL LEAPERSHIP. YOU
MAY HAVE REBUILT THE TEMPLE, BUT

NOW WE MUST REBUILDP THE PLRITY
OF WORSHIP AND GOP'S LAW.

YOU ARE RIGHT. WE
HAVE NOT WORSHIPPED REMEMBER, WE

GOP LIKE WE SHOULD. MUST BE HOLY
HELP U5 RENEW OLIR BECAUSE OLR GOV

FAITH IN GOD! 15 HOLY.

| UINPER EZRA, JERUSALEM
GROWS IN 5/ZE ANP
SPIRITUAL STRENGTH,
BUT THE CITY /5 STILL
WITHOLT WALLS ANED
SLURROLNCED BY HOSTILE
NEIGHBORS.




SH EXILES WHO HAVE RETURNED FROM PERS/A TO JERUSALEM HAVE FINALLY 5: T“LEE’ N “-v’Ef'»?
HEY VE *’*‘u?._"‘ HOUSES ANEP NE/GH 01?#00&’5 FOR THEMSELVES, L
FORMER GLORY; ANZ UNPER LEAPERSHIP OF EZRA, THEY'VE COMMITTE [
"O:_LOWW/' GOP'Ss WORPE. BUT THEY HAVE | 07’ YET HALP THE CHANCE TO REBUILE THE E oLD }14 L5,

CITY couLp
BE WIPEDP
OUT IN ONE
QUICK

YOU'RE RIGHT,
NEHEMIAH., BUT IT
MUST HAVE BEEN A
GREAT FORTRESS
AT ONE TIME. THESE
WALLS ARE AS THICK
AS ANY WE HAVE
IN PERSIA.




I HAVE EXAMINED THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM.
THEY ARE JUST HEAPS OF BROKEN STONE. THE
CITY |1& PEFENSELESS.

YOU'RE
RIGHT, BUT

g WHY HAVE T
COMEZ# BECALISE
I, TOO, AM A JEW. AND
WHILE T WAS SERVING THE
KING OF PERSIA AS HIS CUP-
BEARER,; I LEARNED THAT
JERUSALEM WAS WITHOUT
ANY DEFENSE. T PRAYED TO
GO, ANDP THE KING GAVE ME
PERMISSION TO COME AND
BUILP UP THE WALLS.
ARE YOU WITH MEZ

WE ARE/
WE'LL GET
STARTED RIGHT
AWAY.

THE WORK BEGINS. EVERY ABLE- BUT SOME OF THE NEIGHEORING
BOPIELZ MAN AND Boy POES H/S COUNTRIES Po NOT WANT TO SEE
PART. THE WOMEN HELF ... JERUSALEM PROTECTEL.

w00 ANP SLOWLY THE WALLS
BEGIN TO RISE.

IF THE
JEWS FINISH
THOSE WALLS,
A THE CITY WILL BE
TOO STRONG
TO ATTACK.
T WE




BUT WHILE THE ENEM/ES OF WE DON'T HAVE AN ARMY—ONLY OURSELVES. FROM NOW

e R W L N N T
MIAH PREFPARES TO PEFE 5 . { I

el gz MUST BE ABLE TO PEFENP OUR CITY. PON'T EVEN(TAKE

A WATER BREAK WITHOUT YOUR WEAPON.

. | S ) : :
g THE ENEMY APPROACHES—BLIT TO THEIR SURPRISE ARMED WORKERS
| RISE UP, THEIR SPEARS RAISED AND THEIR BOWS PULLEP.

THEY RE
ARMELZ

THE WORKERS GO BACK TO THEIR JOBS, ANP 500N
STRONG WALLS ANP HEAVY GATES AGAIN PROTECT THE
CITY OF JERUSALEM. BUT INSIPE THERE /5 AN EVEN
STRONGER LINE OF PEFENSE—A NATION LEDP BY £ZRA
ANZ NEHEMIAH TO LOVE ANP OBEY Gor!




B oAt B

THE FINAL PROPHET OF THE OLP
TESTAMENT, MALACH/, TELLS
THE PEOPLE HOW TO GIVE TRUE
WORSHIP TO GOP.

DO YOU CALL \

THAT GOD'S
SHARE OF -_
GRAINZ HOW CAN |
YOU BE HAPPY ‘
WHEN YOU ROB _
GOPZ GIVE GOP ‘ i
THE WHOLE | |}
OFFERING HE |
DESERVES, AND |
HE WILL FLOOP 4
you WITH :
BLESSINGS!

R

/ m\1 :

BETWEEN THE OLD TESTAMENT AN
m THE NEW TESTAMENT
THE LAND OF JL/EAH 16 BTILL LUNPER THE RULE OF THE FPERSIANS WHEN ALEXANPER;
THE YOLNG KING OF MACELPONIA, SETS OUT TO CONRUER THE WORLL. RICING Hie

FAMOLIS HORSE, BUCEPHALUS, HE LEAPS HiS ARMY AGAINST THE COUNTRIES OF THE
MIGHTY PERSIAN EMPIRE. ONE AFTER ANOTHER, THEY FALL. IN THE YEAR 332 5C ...

ON 70
JERUSALEM!

WHEN THE HIGH PRIEST IN : 8 PUT ON YOUR FORMAL ROBES. WE
| JERLUSALEM HEARS THAT 4 ARE TO MEET ALEXANDER OUTSIPE
THEY ARE THE NEXT STOFP IN ; » THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM. I
ALEXANPER'S CONRLERING
JOLURNEY; HE PRAYE TO GOPZ |
IN PESPERATION. ANP GOP
GIVES HIM A PREAM.

BUT EVERYONE OBEYS THE HIGH PRIEST. ON THE 2AY ALEXANPER
ARRIVES, ALL THE PRIESTS OF /SRAEL STANP TO GREET HIM. THE
HIGH PRIEST WEARS H/S PLIRPLE ROBE ANDP OFFICIAL HAT.




BEFORE THE PRIEST!

... AND ALEXANPER KNEELS |

PRAISE
THE GOP OF
THE JEWS!

NO, BUT HE CAME TO ME IN A PREAM ANDP
SHOWED ME A VISION—OF YOU! WEARING YOLR
PURPLE ROBE ANDP CROWNEDP HAT. THEN GOP
TOLP ME TO SEEK YOU OUT; AN HE WOULDP

HELP ME CONQUER ALL OF PERSIA.

SEEZ OLR OWN
PROPHET DPANIEL
FORETOLP THAT A

GREEK WARRIOR
WOULDP CONQUER

ALL PERSIA.

BUT—SLUPPENLY —
ALEXANPER PIES, ANP

N THE GIANT EMPIRE /5

PIVIPELP AMONG H/S
GENERALS. THEY
APPOINT

FOREIGNERS TO BE
PRIESTS /N
JERLSALEM ANZ
COMMANL THEM TO
WORSHIP ALL GOPS,
BUT THE LAST s7RAW
COMES WHEN THE
PAGAN PRIEST MAKES
A SACRIFICE TO ZELS
N GOP'S TEMPLE—
WITH AN UNCLEAN FIG!
MATTATHIAS, A

LOCAL PRIEST, CANNOT
STANG THIS .
BLASPHEMY,

FETCH THE
BOOK OF
DANIEL!

WONDPERFLUL!
UNPER MY
REIGN, ALL You
JEWS WILL LIVE
IN PEACE AND
WORSHIP YOUR
GOP HOWEVER
You WISH.

NO ONE
& LIKE CUR
GoP!

N THIS BOLEP ACT
) S7TIRS ALL JUAH
70 REVOLT!




IN THE WILDPERNESS, MATTATHIAS AND | 7N i M
| H/S SONS PLAN THEIR STRATEGY, * :

e N b

g

HOW CAN WE FIGHT
A\ THE WHOLE SELEUCIP

PIRTY—IT'Sé THE ONLY
WAY TO KEEP THE
TEMPLE CLEAN.

L

H ¢ A A=) e’ . - r
THE FAITHFUL JEWS FOLLOW JLICAH ) /2N \
MACCABEE'S ORPERS, THEIR sMALL | i v oy
FORCE /6 ABLE T0 CATCH THE = (b
LARGER ARMY BY SLURPRISE ANP
| PRIVE OFF THE FORE/IGN PEOPLE
WHO PON'T WORSHIP THE TRUE GOP.

o (2™

Y JUDAH FALLS N
ON US LIKE A
HAMMER!

NOW WE
CAN CLEANSE \
AND REDEDICATE k "
OUR HOLY /e
TEMPLE!

BUT THE LIGHT FOR THE

|| ETERNAL FLAME KEEPS

| BLURNING ... ANZ

BURNING ... ANZ
BURNING ... FOR E/GHT

W 24yE AND NIGHTSE—LONG

THE ETERNAL
FLAME IS ALMOST
OUT OF OIL! AND IT
WILL TAKE US EIGHT

DAYS TO PURIFY M
MORE OIL FOR IT. WE
ONLY HAVE ENOUGH
TO LAST THE REST
OF THE DAY.




BUT ONCE AGAIN A CONRLIEROR COMES FROM
ACROSE THE MELITERRANEAN SEA. ROMAN SHIPS ANG
ROMAN SOLPIERS CONRUER EVERY THING IN THEIR

PATH. ANC IN 63 BC THE MIGHTY ROMAN

~ ARMY TAKES JERUSALEM. AGAIN

i JUAH 16 POWN—ANEZ THIS

: TIME IT /16 TOO WEAK

70 RISE.

A FEW YEARS LATER, HEROD BECOMES A GOVERNOR
THE ROM, FIRE., A JTEW BY BACKGROUNG, HE'S

ALWAYE WANTED TO RULE OVER HIS PEOPLE. HE GOES

7O ROME TO APFEAL THEIR SENATE FOR A PROMOTION.

IF YOU MAKE ME RULER OF THE
JEWS, I WILL ENSURE THAT THEY
NEVER REVOLT AGAINST You.

THOLIGH HE'S A ERUEL MAN BY NATE

/6 ALSO A CRAFTY POLITICIAN. HE TR

THE JEW/SH PEOPLE'S FAVOR BY EBdi
A NEW ANP MORE BEALTIFUL TEMFLE
PESPISE HIM. BITTERLY; THE JEWS
WHEN WILL GOP SENEZ THE PELIVE
T~ PROPHETS PROMISELP WOLLP €




BUT GOr WAS SILENT UNTIL ...




