


BASED ON JU/PGES —3

left-Handed Judge

JOSHLIA PIES, ANC FOR A LONG TIME HIS LEAPERS KEEF THEIR
PROMISE TO GOL, THEY BUILP UP ETRONG CITIES AND CHOOSE
TUPGES TO RULE OVER THEM. BUT WHEN JOSHIUA'S FRIENPS GROW
OLL ANP PIE, MANY OF THE /SRAELITES FORGET GOPZ ...

oo AND BEGIN TO WORSHIP THE IPOLS OF THEIR
NEIGHBORS, 80 GOP ALLOWS THEM TO BE CONRUEREDZ BY
THE POLBLY WICKED KING OF CUSH, BUT THE /SRAELITES
ARE EVENTUALLY SAVED BY CALEB'S SON-IN-LAW OTHNIEL,
THE FIRST OF THE HEROIC HEBREW JUPGES.
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/SRAEL IN PEACE FOR 40 YEARS

. BUT WHEN HE PIES, THE |SRAELITES TURN AGAIN 4
70 WORSHIP HEATHEN IPOLS. 80 GOP LETS THEM BE INAPED BY THE FAT KING EGLON OF MOAS, HE

BETS UP HIS CAPITAL IN JERICHO, THE CITY GOP CURSEL. FOR I8 YEARS, KING EGLON RULES OVER ’.
THE JSRAELITES FROM THE CITY OF PALMS, FINALLY THEY CRY OUT TO GOP FOR A PELNVERER.

OTHN/EL




| Goo HEARS THE ISRAELITES' PRAYERS AND RAISES LP A
MIN—A TRIBE KNOWN FOR
EMANDS TRIBL T
STEPS FORWARD,

ELIWVERER FROM THE TRIBE OF
| SEING LEFT-HANPEL,
E BENTAMITES, A MAN

i

LET ME
PELIVER THE
GOLP TO THIS

TYRANT!

HOPEFULLY
THEY WON'T
SEARCH ME FOR
A WEAPCN.

e AT R TSR AT,

I T
ALMOST FORGOT.
GOP HAS A
MESSAGE FOR
You.

PELIVERS
A/ TES ' GOLLP
NS 7O LEAVE.

4 BUT IT'S A
SECRET; I HAVE
TO TELL You
PRIVATELY.

EVERYBOPY OUT!
BUT FIRST, MAKE SURE
HE POESN'T HAVE A
WEAPCN.,




THE GUARES
SEARCH THE

W LEFT 5/PE OF

| His Bory FOR

| A WEAFPON.

| BUT THEY
PON'T SEARCH
HlS& OTHER
S/PE, NEVER

| BUSPECTING

| HE MIGHT BE
LEFT-HANPEPL.

AFTER THE
| GLUARDPS LEAVE, EHUEP
| APFROACHES EGLON
N ON THE THRONE.

> s Gors 'S
Mes546E

EHLUP STABS KING EGLON IN THE BELLY. BL RUICKLY; EHLIP LOCKS THE POORS OF
EGLON /6 50 FAT THAT EAHLIC CAN'T PULL HIS Sl THE LIPPER ROOM ANEP THEN SNEAKS
SWORE BACK OUT. THE FAT OF EGLON'S STOMACH N oL/ T THROLGH THE SEWER SYSTEM.
COVERS UP THE HANPLE COMPLETELY. : <1 THE SMELL IN THE ROOM /6 50 BAP
Sl THAT EGLON'S SERVANTS THINK HE
/6 GOING TO THE BATHROOM, 50 NO
ONE DISCOVERS THE ASSASSINATION
FOR MANY HOLRS.,
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AFTER THIS VICTORY! THE LANEP HAS PEACE FOR Q“




\ BASED ON JUPGES 4—5

‘e AGAIN THE TSRAELITES FORGET ALL THAT
T & : GOP HAS PONE FOR THEM ANP TURN TO
o WORSHIP THE /IPOLS OF THEIR NEIGHBORS.
~ SO0N THEY BECOME S50 WEAK ANP AFRA/IP
THEY CAN'T EVEN PROTECT THEIR OWN
FIELPS FROM CANAANITE RA/PERS.

OURS NOW.
4 WHAT ARE You
W GOING TO PO A

| 74 canaaniTes raie one FiELE
AFTER ANOTHER, EINALLY THE
VSRAELITE FARMERS HAVE A MEETING.

—

GREAT LEAPER
JOSHUA CONQUEREDP
THE CANAANITES.
NOW THEY ARE
CONGJL;ERING

us.

WE HAVE TO
PO SOMETHING
TO STOP THESE
CANAANITES.

LET'S GO
SEE DEBORAH,
\ THE PROPHETESS &
AND JUPGE., £

WHAT'S
THE MATTER
WITH OUR
LEAPERSZ
WE'LL STARVE
IF KING
JABIN'S MEN
KEEP
STEALING OUR



A THE ANGRY FARMERS TAKE
- THEIR STORY TO PEBORAH,
M WHO HOLPS COLIRT UNPER
P\ A PALM TREE IN EPHRAIM.

MESSAGE TO
CAPTAIN BARAK IN
THE NORTH COUNTRY.
TELL HIM TO COME

WHAT CAN
WE DPOZ THE
CANAANITES

ARE STEALING

OUR FOOP. A

WE DPON'T HAVE
A CHANCE AGAINST THE
CANAANITES. THEY HAVE
900 IRON CHARIOTS, AND?
WE HAVE ONLY A FEW
CRUPE WEAPONS.

BARAK,; THIS |15
THE PLAN GOD GAVE
ME. TAKE 10,000 MEN TO
MOUNT TABOR. WHEN KING
JABIN HEARS OF THIS, HE
WILL ORPER HI& ARMY;
LUNPER SISERA, TO COME
OUT AND DPESTROY LS.
BUT WITH GOP'S HELP
You WILL DPEFEAT a
THEM.

I'LL LEAD THE
ARMY; BUT ONLY
IF YOU'LL GO WITH
Us. GOD SPEAKS
THROUGH YOU. AND?
IF YOU ARE THERE,
I KNOW GOP WILL
HELP Us.




I AM SORRY THAT YOU LACK THE FAITH
TO LEAD BY YOURSELF. VERY WELL, T
WILL GO WITH YOU. BUT SINCE YOU NEED

A WOMAN TO HELP YOU FIGHT YOUR i
BATTLES, A WOMAN WILL WIN YOUR
BATTLE FCOR YOU AS WELL.

T

AFTER A RUICK MARCH, THE TSRAELITES REACH
| MOUNT TABOR., PEBORAH'S PROPHECY COMES TRUE—
THE CANAANITE ARMY COMES TO MEET THEM.

HAVE
FAITH! THIS
15 THE PAY THE
LORD WILL
DPELIVER
us.

PEBORAH GIVES THE S/GNAL,
ANC BARAK CHARGES POWN
THE MOLUNTAIN LEAPING

HIE& TROOFPS, ABOVE THEM
LIGHTNING FLASHES ...

A CLOLUPBURST TURNS

| 7HE PLAIN INTO A SEA OF
MUL., THE IRON CHARIOTS
OF THE CANAANITES SINK
INTO THE MIRE. TRAPFPEL,
THEY ARE AT THE MERCY
OF THE /SRAELITES, WHO
| A77ACK WITH SPEED ANP
COURAGE.




| 7THE CANAANITES TRY TO

| RETREAT. BUT THE KISHON RIVER

| /S ALREAPY OVERFLOWING /TS

| BANKS, ANP THE CANAANI/TES WHO
TRY TO SWIM TO SAFETY S/INK

LUNPER THE WEIGHT OF THEIR

| HEAVY ARMOR.

W S/SERA TRIES TO ESCAPE., ON THE WAY
| HE STOPS TO REST IN A TENT THAT HE
ll 7THINKS /S FRIENDLY. BUT THE WOMAN WHO
LWVES THERE, JAEL, /S LOYAL TO /SRAEL
ANLP KILLS S/SERA WHILE HE /5 ASLEEF.

N WHEN PEBORAH
N LEARNS THAT
THE CANAANITES
HAVE BEEN
PEFEATED, SHE
SINGS A SONG
OF VICTORY ...

IN THE
HEAVENS, EVEN
THE STARS FIGHT
FOR THE LORP.
MAY ALL THE
LORDP'S ENEMIES
PERISH. ANDP MAY
THOSE WHO LOVE
THE LORD BE LIKE
THE SUN SHINING
IN ALL ITS
MIGHT.

.y N s

THE PEOPLE REJOICE ANP SING PRAISES TOO., ANP FOR 40 YEARS THERE /5 PEACE IN
/GRAEL., FAMILIES WORK IN THEIR FIELDPS AND HARVEST THEIR CROPS. BUT IN TIME THEY
AGAIN FORGET GOL ANP FING THEMSELVES IN MORE TROLBLE THAN EVER BEFORE.
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Cowardly .kldge sasep ov psEs 6~

IN THE YEARS OF PLENTY THAT
FOLLOW PEBORAH'S VICTORY OVER THE
CANAANITES, THE ISRAELITES AGAIN
FORGET GODP. ONE BY ONE, THEY JOIN
THEIR NEIGHBORS IN WORSHIPPING

THE /POL BAAL. AT LAST ONLY A FEW | )
PEOPLE IN ALL OF TSRAEL REMEMBER B
THAT /T WAS GOP WHO HAP RESCUED )
THEM FROM THEIR ENEMIES. -

EVERY HARVEST SEASON, JUST WHEA/ THE [SRAELITES ARE REALPY TO GATHER THEIR 13
FOOP FOR THE YEAR, ROVING BANDPS OF MIPIANITES STEAL THEIR HARVEST. FOR YEARS, |
THE PESERT TRIBESMEN TERRORIZE THE /SRAELITE VILLAGES ANP RA/P THEIR FIELPS.

IF THEY FIND
HERE T HID MY 4 QR
GRAIN, WE'LL -
STARVE.



.,

B 5UT WHEN RS

N\ -\ News comés ..
W 4= RAIC ok -
Bl /s ove ... o

OUR GRAIN FOR SEVEN LONG
)\ |5 GONE! YEARS THE
' : ISRAELITES
SUFFER AT THE
HANDS OF THE
DESERT
TRIBESMEN.,
THEY HIPE OUT
IN CAVES ANP
0 7uREsH THEIR
| GRAN N SECRET
| PLaces ... BuT
THE RAIPERS
ALWAYE RETLRN.

LIKE GRASSHOPPERS, THE ENEMY SWARMS
OVER THE /SRAELITE FIELPS, STEALING
GRAIN, CATTLE, ANC SHEEFR

N A 'w’:'\ -‘j‘.\'.'.;.- {4 B L0 5 _fv';' "hﬁ . AN o
ol ONE 24y A YOUNG /SRAELITE /S SECRETLY |
W 7THRESHING HIS GRAIN WHEN A STRANGER
AFPFPEARS BEFORE HIM.

" YOU ARE A
MIGHTY WARRIOR,

GIPECN, GOP
HAS CHOSEN
YOU TO SAVE HIS
PEOPLE.

| THEN EVEN MORE FRIGHTENING

\ ARMIES FROM

THE
MIDIANITES ARE
COMING AGAIN,
AND THEY'RE [
BRINGING GREAT

THE EAST.




o 28

MEZ MY FAMILY |5 THE WEAKEST OF THE
WHOLE TRIBE, ANDP I'M THE WEAKEST ONE
IN MY FAMILY. IF YOU'RE REALLY AN ANGEL

OF THE LORDP, THEN GIVE ME A SIGN.

WITH HIS STAFF. INSTANTLY; A FIRE

THE STRANGER TOLCHES THE Z )
BURETS FORTH ANZ Ct 0/\/5/4’:‘”5%/ o (

I HAVE SEEN
THE ANGEL OF
THE LORDP
FACE-TO-FACE!

GIPEON
PREFARES
SOME
FOOP ANP
BRINGS

/T TO THE
STRANGER.

/r/‘J
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BUT GIPEON /5 AFRAIP [
OF THE TOWNSFEOFLE,

S0 HE WAITS UNTIL

LARK TO OBEY,

WON'T THE
PEOPLE KILL Us
IF THEY FINP
ouT#

THAT'S WHY
WE'RE POING

THIS AT NIGHT. /%

™| wwen TvE anGeL prsarPEARS, Gor I
| sPEaKs O GIPEON AND TELLS HIM
R 7O DESTROY THE ALTAR OF BAAL.




o geve e

BUT G/IPEON STILL HOPES THAT
GOP HASN'T REALLY CALLEDP
HIM. HE ASKS FOR A S/GN ...

OKAY; GO,
TOMORROW MORNING
IF THIS WOOL 1S WET

WITH PEW AND THE
GROUNP & PRY; THEN
T'LL KNOW THAT You

n HAVE TRULg CHOSEN
nt ME.

TR gt
| 7THE NEXT s
| MornING, | D T 2T

; " @

BUT GIPEON 15 |}
ST L AFRAIE, /; THE NEXT MORNING ...

DPON'T BE ANGRY;
crOND 15 W “ONE MORE £iGN,
Vo TR A NE M IGN. [ o0
PRY—BUT , THIS TIME MAKE J:E—-—ﬁNPLTﬁ’E
THERE'S } Wl THE wooL DRY GROUNP |5 WET!
ENOUGH ! e Y | AND THE GROLUNZ ALL RIGHT, Gop, T
PEW ON (148 ( WET. THEN I'LL BELIEVE! NOW I KNOW
THIS WOOL - 2 N REALLY TRUST THAT I AM THE ONE
xI ?v:c[‘JLL_LE 2 ] CALLE;E 3% 5EAVE
WL, : : MY PECOPLE.

GIPEON HAS | = s ]
| HIs SIGN. > : i OH GOD, PLEASE




WITH GOD'S HELP WE
& ) _ CAN DRIVE THE MIDIANITES
CALLS THE R ; _ FROM OLR LAND. ARE

LEAPERS : e YOU WITH MEZ
OF [SRAEL &
TOGETHER.

A\

WITH AN ARMY OF
32,000 SOLP/ERS, WHAT A CAMP!
GIPEON MARCHES o THEIR CAMELS
TO THE HILLS OUTNUMBER THE
SLURROUNPING THE SAND CON THE
M/ICIANITE CAMF s

Y

/..T-“""_

WORRY. WITH
32,000 MEN

BUT GorP GIVES
G/IPECON MORE
INSTRUCTIONS.

GOP HAS SAID
THAT IF ANY OF You
15 AFRAIP TO FIGHT,
You MAY. LEAVE NOW

ANDP GO HOME.

b “\H'

= | MosT oF His ARmy
== zizzancs. aBoUT
10,000 MEN REMAIN.

= ———

BUT GOP WANTS |T TO BE CLEAR THAT VICTORY COMES
FROM GOL, NOT THE STRENGTH OF GIPEON'S ARMY.
HE MAKES GIPEON WEED OLT HIS ARMY ONCE AGA/N.
WHEN THE MEN STOFP TO PRINK FROM A BROCK,
ANYONE WHO KNEELS POWN TO PRINK /& SENT HOME.

HOW CAN T
WIN A BATTLE
WITH 8O FEW

SOLDPIERSZ




HIPE YOUR TORCHES IN THESE PITCHERS. SPREAP OUT
ON THREE SIPES OF THE CAMP. WAIT UNTIL NIGHTFALL,
THEN LISTEN FOR MY SIGNAL ON THE TRUMPET.

ONLY 300 MEN
ARE LEFT oUT
OF GIPEON'S
ORIGINAL ARMY
OF 32,000, NOW
THE |GRAELITES
KNOW BEYOND
ALL DOUBT THAT
ONLY WITH GOP'S _.
HELP CAN THEY S : QY
DEFEAT THE .\ . - e
ENEMY, M\ 73 WA (1

| AT GIPEON'S S/GNAL,
| THE MEN BLOW THEIR

| TRUMPETS, 5MASH \ /
| THEIR PITCHERS, /
| wave THEIR f

| TORCHES, ANP GIVE
| THE BATTLE CRY ...

THE
SWORLP OF
THE LORLP
ANP OF
G/PEOCN/

THE STILLNESS OF THE
NIGHT /5 SLPPENLY
EROKEN BY THE BLARE
OF 300 TRUMFPETS AND
THE CRASH OF BROKEN
PITCHERS, STARTLEDP
FROM THEIR SLEEFR, THE

| MICIANITES RUSH OUT TO
FINDG THEIR CAMP ABLAZE
WITH FLAMING TORCHES.

THOUGH THEY ARE ONLY 300, THE /SRAELITES” |
s TORCHES, HORNS, ANC SHOLUTING THROW THE %

MICIANITES INTO A PANIC. THEY LASH OLT
WITH THEIR SWORPS, STRIKING EACH OTHER
POWN. WITHIN MINUTES THEY VE KILLEP MORE
OF THEIR OWN MEN THAN G/IPECN EVER COULEP
WITH HIs ORIGINAL ARMY. THE LOREP HAS
PEMONSTRATED H/S MIGHT ONCE AGAIN.

—— - =




AFTER GIPEON'S PEATH, NEW ENEMIES COME AGAINST
/BRAEL. NOW PHILISTINE RA/PERS STRIKE TIME ANZ AGAIN AT

THE /SRAELITE VILLAGES, CARRYING OFF GRAIN, CATTLE—ANZ
EVEN CHILPREN TO WORK AS SLAVES. ONE /SRAELITE WOMAN

RECEIVES A PROMISE FROM THE LORE.

YOU ARE GOING
TO HAVE A BOY.
S50 KEEP
YOURSELF PURE
BECAUSE YOUR
SON WILL HELP
SAVE ISRAEL
FROM THE
PHILISTINES. AS
A SIGN THAT HE
15 SET APART
FOR THE LORD,
NO RAZCR
OR 5CISS0ORS
MUST EVER
TOUCH HI&
HEAD.

SRR

IT IS5 TRUE.

HOLINESS.

YOUR SON WILL BE A
NAZIRITE—SET APART FOR
GOP FROM BIRTH. AND HE
MUST NEVER CUT HIS HAIR,
FOR THAT WILL BE THE
SYMBOL OF HIS

WHAT 15

YOUR NAME,

GREAT
ONE?Z

” A MAN CAME
f AND TOLDP ME THAT
WE'RE GOING TO HAVE
A BOY ANP HE WILL
BE A HERO FOR
cop!

CoR

’f'( YOURE Y

FEVERISH!
EVEN IF WE
PP HAVE

P\ DESTINY.

BLESS HIM
WITH SLCH
A GREAT

NAME DPOESN'T
MATTER—ONLY
THE NAME OF

OUR AWESOME
LORP.

THEN

WE SHALL
SACRIFICE A
GOAT AS THANKS
TO THE LORP.

As THEY LIGHT A sMALL FIRE

FOR THEIR SACKIFICE ...




WE
Gcor!

BUT TO HIS PARENTS BIsMAY; AS
THEIR SON, SAMSON, GROWS LF HE
POESN'T ACT LIKE SOMEONE PESTINEP = -
TO BE GOr's HERO, AN IRRESFPONS/IELE
YOUNG MAN, HE PISOBEYE MANY OF
THE LORP'S COMMANPS, EXCEPT FOR
THE ONE ABOUT CUTTING HiS HAIR.

HAVE SEEN

THE LORP
WILL SURELY
FULFILL HIS
PROMISE TO

\ | WHAT HE WANTS.
[ : ; :

BUT YOU'RE
SUPPOSEDP
TO BE GOP'S
PELIVERER!

Mmay T
GIVE YOU A
PRINK OF

E'Ss THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL GIRL I'VE
EVER SEEN. I DPON'T
CARE IF SHE'S A
PHILISTINE, THE
ENEMY OF MY
PEOPLE.

BACK HOME, SAMSON
LOSES NO TIME

I HAVE FALLEN IN LOVE WITH A
PHILISTINE GIRL. MAKE ARRANGEMENTS
WITH HER PARENTS FOR US TO
GET MARRIED.

HOW
CAN You
LOVE ONE OF
OUR ENEMIESZ
SHE POESN'T
BELIEVE IN
OUR GoP.

I PON'T
CARE. MAKE
IT HAPPEN.



AT THAT MOMENT;

THE SFPIRIT OF

THE LOREP GIVES

SAMSON GREAT

N FOWER, ANE HE

8| KIPs THE LION

APART WITH H/S
BARE HANPS!

SAMSON SCOOFS
SOME OF THE HONEY
ANP TASTES /T:

IT'S GOOP.
A4/ T'M EATING
FOOP CUT CF
THE ANIMAL THAT
WANTEDP TO EAT
ME FOR FOOP.

ON HIS WAY TO VISIT HIS NEW FIANCEE,
SAMSON /6 SLUPPENLY ATTACKED BY A LION!

THE LORDP HAS GIVEN
P ME GREAT STRENGTH.

NOBOPY BETTER
MESS WITH ME NOW. _

FINALLY; THE TIME FOR THE
WEPDPING COMES. SAMSON
WALKS BY THE SPOT OF H/S
BATTLE WITH THE LICN ANEP
SEES |TS Bory STILL THERE.

BEES
HAVE MADE
HONEY IN
THE LION'S




< I AM YOUR BEST MAN,
ANDP T HAVE BROUGHT
29 OF MY FRIENDPS TO
BE YOUR GUESTS.

3

AT LEAST ONE OF LS Y
SHOULD BE ABLE TO 9
FIGURE OUT THIS STUPIP _

BUT A5 THE WEEK GOES BY;
NE/THER THE BEST MAN NOR
ANY OF HIS FRIENPS CAN

UMM ... THANKSZ HEY; T'VE GOT AN IPEA! IF
ANY OF YOU CAN GUESS MY RIPPLE, I'LL GIVE EACH

OF YOU A SHIRT AND A NICE ROBE.
OF YOU HAS TO GIVE ME A SHIRT ANDP A ROBE.

IF YOU CAN'T; EACH

WE DIPN'T COME HERE TO
GET ROBBEP BY YOUR FUTURE
HUSBAND. GET THE ANSWER
FROM SAMSON, OR WE'LL SET
FIRE TO YOUR FATHER'S

ISRAELITE'S RIPDLE.

=

et skl e o HOUSE WITH You IN IT!

WHAT WILL
WE DPOZ I CAN'T
AFFORD TO GIVE
HIM A SHIRT ANP?

. A ROBE.

f YOUT OF THE EATER;

SOMETHING TO EAT. OUT

OF THE STRONG,; SOMETHING
SWEET.” YOU MUST GLESS

-l

NEITHER CAN I. WE'LL HAVE TO X&
GET THE ANSWER FROM HiS BRIDE.
AFTER ALL, SHE 15 A PHILISTINE.

THE ANSWER WITHIN THE
SEVEN DAYS OF MY
WEDPDING FEAST.

IF I'M
GOING TO
BE YOUR WIFE,
WE SHOULDPN'T
HAVE SECRETS.
TELL ME THE
ANSWER TO
YOUR RIPDLE.

NOT EVEN
MY FATHER
ANDP MOTHER
KNOW THE
ANSWER. WHY
SHOULD T
TELL You=#

BUT SHE CRIES - \ _— X
EVERY LAY, AN , ) i
ON THE LAST LAY e
OF THE FEAST ... e < _

v LS

you
HATE ME! IF
YOU LOVEDP ME;
You'l TELL ME
THE ANSWER.

¥ FINE! THE

ANSWER |5
YA LION AND?
HONEY."




A FEW MINUTES [
LATER, SHE '
SLIPS AWAY ...

WE'VE COME TO COLLECT OUR WAGER.
THE ANSWER TO YOUR RIPDLE 1S ‘A
LION AND HONEY.” AFTER ALL, WHAT IS
SWEETER THAN HONEY, AND WHAT |5
STRONGER THAN A LIONZ WE'D
LIKE OUR 30 ROBES, PLEASE.

SAMSON /&6 FURIOLS! HE
STORMS OUT OF HIS OWN
WEPLPING FEAST ANEP

ENTERS ANCTHER C/ITY.

you
CHEATED. MY BRIDE
MUST HAVE TOLD You!
I MAY HAVE LOST THIS
BET, BUT YOUR PEOPLE
WILL BE THE ONES
TO PAY!

AH! ENOUGH
PHILISTINES TO PAY
MY PEBT—AND ALL

OF THEM HANDPSOMELY
PRESSEP TOO!




WITH His
GREAT
STRENGTH,
SAMSON
STRIKES
COWN A
GROLUFP OF
ENEMY
FHILISTINES.

S THE
STILL IN A RAGE, pfé_‘;"?‘fg ;EP,
SAMSON RETLRNS TO AND BY THE LIVES
THE WEDDING FEAST. OF YOUR OWN
COUNTRYMEN!




Defiing the Philistines

WITHoWUT A
THOLUGHT FOR

HIS BRIPE OR H/S
WELLPING, SAMSON
RETURNS TO H/s
PARENTS' HOLSE.
BUT AS HIS ANGER
COOLS, HE THINKS
OF HIS WIFE
WA/ITING FOR HIM.

HER FAULT, THEY
FORCEP HER TO
TELL THE ANSWER.
I'LL GO TALK
TO HER.

IN THE PHILISTINE CITY E ON THE WAy e
HE GOES STRAIGHT TO 15 HER ¢ ~NO! T HOME, SAMSON GOES
THE HOME OF H/S YOUNGER SHOLLD HAVE THROLIGH FIELDPS RICH
WIFE'S FATHER. SISTER. SHE'S KNOWN BETTER WITH RIPENEL GRAIN.
—— e “é&ﬂ'?‘ MORE THAN TO TRUST
B HELL A PHILISTINE. FIELDS AND
TO MARRY NOW, [T6 YOLR FROM MY PEOPLE!
HERZ ! ; I KNOW HOW I CAN
MAKE THE PHILISTINES B
SORRY FOR STEALING
MY WIFE!

WE THOUGHT You

HATED HER. SHE

MARRIEDP YOUR
BEST MAN.




N NO TIME, SAMSON SETS FOXES RAC /M_’E THROLGH THE FIELPS
ANP VINEYARDPS WITH FLAMING TORCHES TIEDP TO THEIR TAILS. IN
A MATTER OF MINUTES, THE WHOLE COUNTRYSIPE /5 ASLAZE. "

IN THE CITY; THE PHILISTINES SAMSON PIP THIS! HE'S
WATCH WITH TERROR AS THE GETTING EVEN WITH HIS WIFE'S
sKY GLOWS REL. FATHER FOR LETTING HER

- : MARRY SOMEONE ELSE.

HER FATHER SHOULP HAVE
. KNOWN BETTER THAN TO TRICK
SAMSON. COME ON; LET'S GIVE
OUR COUNTRYMAN A TASTE OF
Hi& OWN MEPICINE.

THE ANGRY PHILISTINES SET

FIRE 10 THE HOME OF SAMSON'S -

FATHER-IN-LAW. BUT THEY DON'T

COLNT ON SAMSON'S RETLRN. THEN /T WILL
el BE yOUl! NONE OF

7 you KILLED YOU PHILISTINES
MY WIFEZ SHE PESERVES TO
WAS ONE OF
YOUR OWN
PECPLE!

SOMECNE
HAD TO BE
PUNISHED.

-

a._,




AFTER KILLING THE THAT SHOULD DO IT. THE ROPES _

PHILISTINES, SAMSON ARE NEW, AND THE KNOTS ARE :

HIPES IN A CAVE IN TIGHT. YOUR CAPTURE WILL SPARE . o Gop, PO
JUCAH. THE PHILISTINE US THE PHILISTINES' WRATH, : NOT LET
ARMY FOLLOWS HIM SAMSON. LET'S GO. s ¢ YOUR ENEMY
AND PEMANPS THAT THE L DEFEAT ME.
TRIBE OF JUEAH TURN 2

SAMSON OVER TO THEM.
THE TRIBAL LEAPERS
ARE POWERLESS TO
REFUSE. \IT'S YOU,"
THEY TELL SAMSON,

\OR EVERY MAN,

WOMAN, ANP CHILL IN
TUPAH, " 5O SAMSON
LETS THEM TIE HIM UP,

PESs W f

WHEN THE FPHILISTINES SEE SAMSON
BOUNP BEFORE THEM, THEY SHOUT
IN RAGE ANP CHARGE TO KILL HIM.

s e > SUPPENLY; THE SFPIRIT OF THE LORP GIVES
IT'M SORRY, \ SAMSON GREAT POWER AGAIN. HE BURSTS
SAMSEON, BUT V¢ : HiE ROPES ANDP GRAEBS THE JAWBONE OF A
THIS 1S THE PONKEY LYING NEAREY ON THE GROLNEZ.
ONLY way
TO PROTECT
ISRAEL.

- I'VE
THOUGHT OF
ANOTHER
WAY.




h A

¢ S | HTH PEAPLY AiM, SAMSON STRIKES POWN ONE FPHILISTINE SOLLCIER
AFTER ANOTHER, THOSE WHO CAN ESCAPE RUN FOR THEIR LIVES.

A\

\

WHEN HE /5 PONE, A
THOUSAND PHILISTINES
LIE PEAD AROCLUNG HIM.

B

LORD, YOU

THEN, WEARY ANG B gy GOP PROVIZES A
| 7HiRSTY; sAMSON xR o STREAM OF WATER TO
| Prays 70 coz, DONT LETME | STRENGTHEN SAMSON.
: R AFTER THIS EVENT,
SAMEON SERVES A% A
LEADER ANG
PROTECTOR OF ISRAEL

FOR 20 YEARS.
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I Just
SAW SAMSON
ENTERING A
HOUSE POWN
THE STREET.
HOW PIP HE

GET INZ

WHAT
& YOUR
BUSINESS
IN GAZAZ

W I HAVE
COME TO
SEE A
FRIEND.

SAMSONZ
I PIPN'T
RECOGNIZE
HIM.

NEVER MIND.
CLOSE THE GATE ANP
WE'LL TRAP HIM IN THE

CITY. CALL OUT ALL THE
GUARDPS! SAMSON WILL
NEVER LEAVE GAZA
ALIVE.




WHAT 15 HE
LIKEZ

OH, HE'S LIKE
ANYONE ELSE—
IF YOU PON'T
COUNT THE FACT
THAT HE HAS
HAIR LIKE THICK
VINES AND THE
STRENGTH OF
A HUNPREDP
MEN.

ALL THE /” T'VE NEVER '
DR samMsoN. | SEEN sAMSON.)
,'

97 AP AMM, LOTS OF GUARDS ON
il Qo
it O PR LY N TO HELP
e By E THROUGH THE GATE, 0 ...
AND TOWARD

THE GATE ..,

STOFP
HIM! PONT
LET HIM GET




WHO CAN
STOP A MAN
STRONG ENOUGH
TO CARRY THE
CITY GATEZ I
TELL You— —H/S
STRENGTH

/s NoT
HUMAN Y

o

8| NVEWS OF SAMSON'S ESCAPE FROM GAZA SPREADS
THROLGH THE COUNTRY. RULERS OF FHILISTINE CITIES
ARE WORRIEL ANZ CALL A MEETING.

SAMSON I'm I
MLST BE NOT RISKING HAVE AN
CAPTURED. MY ARMY ON IPEA!

LET'S PUT ALL || SAMSON. WE'VE
OUR ARMIES GOT TO FIND
TOGETHER. ANO;HER’

WAY,

WE KNOW
SAMSON HAS
MORE THAN MORTAL
STRENGTH. IF WE CAN
LEARN THE SOURCE OF
THAT STRENGTH ...




NO, BUT HE'LL
TELL THE RIGHT
PERSON. I HEAR
HE’S IN LOVE WITH

PELILAH ...

THINK HE'S
GOING TO
TELL &5

WHAT IT
152

/7 RIGHT.
SHE'LL GET
SAMSON TO

TELL HER
HIS SECRET.
THEN SHE'LL

TELL Us.

SHEZ WHAT
IF SHE'S IN
LOVE WITH
SAMSONZ

SHE'S ALSO X
IN LOVE WITH
MONEY. COME
ON. LET'S GO
SEE HER.

IF You
FIND OUT
SAMSON'S
SECRET
FOR US,
WE'LL GIVE
you 1,100
| PIECES OF
\ SILVER.

DELILAHZ
SHE'S A
PHILISTINE. £

S50 THE FPHILISTINE

RULERS VISIT PELILAA.

HMM ... 1,100
TIMES FIVE EQUALS
.0 UMM, A LOT OF

MONEY. HOW CAN
I REFUSEZ

;‘ EACH.

b/ PAYABLE
WHEN You
PELIVER
SAMSON

INTO OUR f4lll
HANDS. A

THIS AMOLINT OF MONEY /5 A
SMALL FORTUNE. IF SHE CAN
FIND OUT SAMSON'S WEAKNESS,
DELILAH WILL BE AS RICH AS A
MOPERN MILLIONAIRE.

\




YOU'RE IFI
50 _GTR%NC-;, WERE TIEDP WITH
| ; SAMSON. |15 THERE SEVEN NEW LEATHER
| PRETENL ANYTHING THAT : STRAPS, I'DP BE NO
| s+E Loves |8 CAN'T HOLD b\ STRONGER THAN ANY
| SAMSON ... : OTHER MAN

HE FALLS ASLEEFR
TIES HIM P WITH SEVE
NEW LEATHER S5TRAPS.

WILL HOLDP
HIM! NOW,; HOW
SHALL I SPENDP

THE REWARDP
MONEY Z

PHILISTINES | 4
ARE HERE!




WHY
i DI YOU TIE
A\ ME UPZ &

OH, JUST A
GIRLISH WHIM.
I WANTED TO

SEE |IF YOU WERE
TELLING ME THE

PELILAH KEEPS TRYING TO LEARN THE
SECRET OF SAMSON'S STRENGTH. SHE
BINPS HIM IN PIFFERENT WAYS, BUT k
EACH TIME HE BREAKS FREE., AT LAST ... §

=y

¥ DON'T LOVE
i ME! IF YouDID, §
you WouLD TELL §
ME YOUR TRUE A

o WEAKNESS.

T CRY=T'LL N
TELL YOU MY SECRET. N
WHEN I WAS PEPICATEDR
TO GOP, A PROMISE WAS
MAPE NEVER TO CUT MY
HAIR. IF I BREAK THAT
PROMISE, GODP WILL TAKE
ANAY MY STRENGTH.
I'LL BE AS WEAK AS
ANY OTHER MA

AT LAST

PELILAH HAS THE |
REAL SECRET. '
SHE CALLS THE
PHILISTINES ANZ
THEY PLAN TO
TRAP SAMSON
THAT NIGHT.

HAVE YOUR CHAINS REAPY—AND BRING
HE MONEY YOU PROMISEDP ME.

A

I'VE NEVER SEEN SUCH LONG
HAIR. BUT I STILL PON'T
SEE HOW THIS WILL TAKE HIS
STRENGTH AWAY.

{ PHILISTINES
ARE HERE!




samMsoN WAKES PPy HAR! IT'6 GONEDN/ You BROKE THE N

> REAL I HAVE BROKEN My | LEATHER STRAPS, [
DEFEND HIMSELF, | PROMISE, AND NOW | BUT LET'S SEE IF
Bur ... GOD HAS TAKEN AWAY \ YOU CAN BREAK
- MY STRENGTH. OUR CHAINS

- ﬁf E :‘,. ' |

s

| \\l YOUR MONEY,
DELILAH. you'Ve \ SILVER—ALL
; EARNED A
IT. '

WHILE PELILAH COLUNTS HER MONEY;
SAMSON /S LEDP THROUGH THE STREETS
OF GAZA—A CAPTIVE IN CHAING. /.
- A HA! THE
MIGHTY JUPGE
OF ISRAEL 15
A WEAKLING

SAMSON'S STRENGTH /5 GONE!
CHAINED ANP UNPER HEAVY

| Guare, HE 15 TAKEN Aaway:




A BASED ON JUPGES 16:21-30 a

THE PHILISTINES CARRY OLIT THEIR THREAT TO BLINC - i
SAMBON., THEN THEY CHAIN HIM TO A GRINPSTONE ANP O GOD; GIVE
MAKE HIM GRING GRAIN IN THE PRISON AT GAZA. 5&;{;0 . cﬁENEJ? E§r gﬂgggs
LINTOLICHED BY HIS CAPTORS—HIS HAIR BEGING TO W s

LINTOLICHE His TORS S A, EGINS # My PEOPLE FROM
J THE SLAVERY OF

— "\ THE PHILISTINES.
; o @

OUTSIPE THE PRISON WALLS, THE : DURING THE FEAST ...
PHILISTINES PREPARE F&!f’? AGgREAr :
=57/ PAGON, THEI 2, .
a‘:5 VAL 70 PAG i’ 7 i . i : WHAT CAN T HAVE
' ] WE DO TO IT! BRING

_ S _ PLEASE THE SAMSON ouUT
: : CROWD?Z AND LET THE
. - ! PEOPLE HAVE
THEIR FUN
WITH HIM.

BRING YOUR
GIFTS TO DAGON;
WHCO PELIVEREP

SAMSON INTO

OUR HANDS.,




50 SAMSON /5 BROLIGHT
OUT OF THE PRISON ANP
LEDP LP THE TEMPLE
STEFPS,

BRING HIM
UP HERE SO
EVERYONE CAN SEE
WHAT THE MIGHTY
JUPGE OF ISRAEL
LOOKS LIKE
NOW.

NOW THAT SAMSON'S
HAIR HAS GROWN BACK,

HE HOFPES THAT GOLP WILL
RESTORE HIS STRENGTH.

WHERE
ARE THE
| PILLARSZ T
WANT TO LEAN
AGAINST
THEM.

HERE, T'LL

PUT YOUR

HANDPS ON
THEM.

RUN, BOY;
AND PON'T STOP
UNTIL YOU'RE
OUTSIPE THE
TEMPLE.

SHOW Us
HOW You
CARRIED OFF
THE GATES
OF GAZA!

LET'S
SEE YoU

TEAR APART A |

LION WITH YOUR i
BARE HANDS /|

7
1
E
¥

4




© GOoP, You
BLESSEDP ME WITH

GREAT STRENGTH ONCE. T
IGNOREP YOUR COMMANDS
AND LOST YOUR BLESSING.

I PESERVE TO PIE. BUT
JUST LET ME TAKE SOME

PHILISTINES WITH ME.

UBING ALL HIS STRENGTH, SAMSON PLUSHES AGAINST
THE PILLARS—ANE THE GIANT TEMPLE TO THE
HEATHEN GOP PAGON CRASHES TO THE GROLNE.
CRUSHED BENEATH IT ARE THOUSANPS OF PHILISTINES
PEOCFLE.

| SAMSON HAD GREAT STRENGTH, BUT A WEAK
CHARACTER. YET GOP LISEDP HIM TO HELP /SRAEL
ANYWAY: NOW GOP WANTS TO SHOW THAT HE CAN
ALSO USE SOMEONE WHO /6 PHYSICALLY
HELPLESS, BUT NOBLE AND FAITHFUL ...




BASED ON RUTH

TWO WOMEN LIVE IN A
FOREIGN LANC—NAOM/, A
JEW, ANC HER PALIGHTER-
IN-LAW, RUTH, A MOABITE.

ALL THE MEN IN THEIR FAMILY
HAVE PIELC, ANP THEY ARE
LEFT PENNILESS ANZP IN NEEL.

NO, YOU ARE MY
MOTHER. WHERE YOU GO,

I WILL GO. YOUR PECPLE WILL
BE MY PEOPLE. ANDP YOUR
GOP WILL BE MY GOP. HE WILL
TAKE CARE OF US BETTER
THAN ANY HUSBAND.

LEAVE ME,
RUTH. T HAVE
NOTHING LEFT. T
AM OLP. YOUR BEST
HOPE 15 TO FIND A
HUSBANDP WHO CAN
TAKE CARE OF
You.

HE PIPN'T TAKE CARE ' COME;,
OF MY HUSBAND. MY NAME WILL GO BACK TO
MEANS “"SWEET,” AND FOR A ISRAEL, WHERE T
WHILE MY LIFE WAS SWEET. HAVE RELATIVES
BUT NOW THAT GOP HAS WHO MAY HELP
ABANDONEDR ME, THE NAME TAKE CARE
'BITTER” WOULDP BETTER OF Us.
PESCRIBE ME.




ISRAEL ... GRAIN THAT THE WORKERS DROP. I AM TOO
OLD TO WORK IN A FIELD ALL DAY. WILL You
GO 50 THAT WE MAY HAVE FOOD?Z

: ' PV RENT / THERE 15 A LAW HERE THAT POOR WOMEN CAN
BACK /i - GO TO THE FIELDS AND PICK UP ANY EXTRA

OF
COURSE,
MOTHER.

RUTH GOES TO A FIELD OWNED BY BOAZ, A
PIETANT RELATIVE OF NAOM/'S. SHE WORKS
HARL THERE, GATHERING THE LUNLSELD GRAIN.

HOW
ONE 4% ARE THE BEST
THE OWNER - - WORKERS IN ALL
ARRIVES ... < 4 ISRAEL POINGZ
3 THE LORD BLESS
YOU AND KEEP
] you!




BOAZ RUESTIONS HIS FOREMAN .. AND?

ARE You
ABOUT PROGRESS ON HIS FIELPS. TAKING CARE

OF THE PgOR
WOMEN?Z
YES, AND . NACMI 1S

ONE OF MY

THERE IS A NEW |

WIDOW, RUTH FROM RELATIVES!
MOAB. SHE HAS BEEN
LABORING HARP FOR
WEEKS TO SUPPORT

HER MOTHER-IN-
LAW, NAOMI.

I HAVE HEARD HOW KINP YOU ARE TO "
YOUR MOTHER-IN-LAW. GLEAN IN MY AT LUNCHTIME, BOAZ
FIELDPS AS MUCH AS YOU LIKE, ANP MAY /5 IMPRESSED WITH
GODP REWARDP AND PROTECT You. RUTH'S FAITH ANC WIT.

V HE DPOES.
THANK You
FOR YOUR
KINPNESS.




AND RUTH b
BACK TO WORK ...

DROP SOME
GRAIN ON PURPOSE
FOR HER TO PICK UP.

. LOCK
AT ALL THE
GRAIN I GOT!
NAOMI; YOLR
GOP |5 GooP
TO US! 4

. S ENING ...

MAKE SURE NO HARM
COMES TO HER. SHE'LL FIND

- ALL THE
GRAIN SHE

NEEDS,

Y WHEN my
; ' ’ HUSBAND AND
¥ SON

NOW I KNOW HOW MUCH
i HE LOVES ME, BECAUSE
HE GAVE ME A PAUGHTER-
T IN-LAW WHO CARES
FOR ME LIKE A
PAUGHTER.

I MET THE N
OWNER OF THE
FIELP TOPAY. HIS
NAME 1S BOAZ—
ANDP HE WAS VERY

ALL THROLIGH THE HARVEST SEASON,
RUTH GLEANS IN BOAZ'S FIELDP ANP
TAKES CARE OF NAOM/. ONE EVENING ...

BOAZ HAS SHOWN
THAT HE IS KIND TO YOU.
Y AS A KINSMAN, HE HAS THE
HE 16 A RIGHT TO MARRY YOU. THE

HARVEST CELEBRATION IS TONIGHT.
yOU SHOULD WEAR YOUR NICEST
DRESS TO THE PARTY, AND THEN
YOU SHOULD ASK HIM IF HE—AS
o UR RELATIVE AND REDEEMER—

el o WOLILD WANT TO MARRY AND

vou. TAKE CARE OF YOU.

BOAZ 1S A
GOPLY MAN,
AND T'LL PO

WHAT YOU

TELL ME.

RELATIVE OF
MY HUSBAND'S
FAMILY. GOP
BLESS HIM




RUTH POES

EVERY THING
EXACTLY AS NAoM/
PESCRIBEL., ANP
BoAZ NOTICES.

Ml TOLDP
ME TO AsK YOU—
SINCE YOU ARE A
KINGMAN, WOLULLDP You |
BE MY REPEEMER?Z
WouLP Yol ...
MARRY MEZ

& THERE
NO ONE TO
TAKE CARE

OF You#




THE NEWS OF
RUTH ANP BOAZ'S
COMING MARRIAGE
SPREAPS RAFICLY
THROLGHOUT ALL
BETHLEHEM. AT THE )
WEPPING THERE /&
FEASTING, MUS/C,

| AND LALGHTER.

AF Y‘EJ? THE WEPPING, RUTH ANE NAOM/ MOVE INTO
ﬁ BOAZ'S BIG HOUSE., LATER, WHEN A SON /5 BORN 70
RUTH, NAOM/ PROLIPLY CARES FOR THE CHILL.

DEARZ

I THANK GOP T THANK GOP TOO
FOR THE DAY YOU Y NAOMI. HE HAS MADE
LEFT MOAB TO COME GOOP COME OUT OF

| witH me To BETHLEHEM) “OUR SADNESS. HE

HE HAS TAKEN MY HONORED LS WITH
BITTER LIFE AND A MAN WHO HONORS
MADE IT SWEET HIM. AND NOW T HAVE

_ AGAN. A BEAUTIFUL
_ BABY.

COULP BE. GoP
HAS BEEN GOOP?

" MY SON 15 NAMED OBED, WHICH MEANS °

VSERVANT.” ANDP MY PRAYER |15 THAT OBEDP
WILL SERVE GOP ANDP HIS PECPLE.

RUTH'S PRAYER COMES TRUE—

| FOR HER SON WILL BECOME THE
GRANPFATHER OF PAVIEC, /SRAEL'S
GREATEST KING, WHO WILL FREE H/S
PEOFPLE FROM THEIR ENEM/ES.




